
       The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 
    (Jewish Studies, 1:563:282) 
  
Course Credits: 3                        Fall Semester 2022 
  
Faculty: Dr. Sara Hirschhorn  Email: sara.hirschhorn@rutgers.edu 
 
Class Meeting: Mon/Wed 2:00-3:20 ET (Via ZOOM): 
Register in advance for this meeting: 
https://rutgers.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwoceitrTssGtzj29dN2rtr-T7QOiK9JNoJ  
The passcode is peace (lowercase). 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 
meeting. 
       
 
Instructor Information: 

Dr. Sara Yael Hirschhorn is a part-time 
lecturer at Rutgers University and was 
formerly the Visiting Assistant Professor 
in Israel Studies at the Crown Family 
Center for Jewish and Israel Studies at 
Northwestern University.  Her expertise 
focuses on Diaspora-Israel relations, the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, and Israeli ultra-
nationalist movement. Her first book, City 
on a Hilltop: American Jews and the 
Israeli Settler Movement (Harvard, 2017), 
hailed as a landmark contribution to the 
field, was the winner of the 2018 Sami 
Rohr Prize in Jewish Literature Choice 
Award, a finalist for the 2017 National 
Jewish Book Award, and a nominee for 
the 2021 Grawemeyer Award in 
Religion.  She is currently working on a 
new book manuscript tentatively entitled 
"New Day in Babylon and 

Jerusalem:  Zionism, Jewish Power, and Identity Politics Since 1967" on American Zionism 
since the Six Day War.   She teaches courses and mentors both undergraduate and graduate 
students in Israel Studies and related fields.  Prior to her appointment at Northwestern, Dr. 
Hirschhorn was the University Research Lecturer and Sidney Brichto Fellow in Israel Studies at 
the University of Oxford (2013-2018) and a postdoctoral fellow in Israel Studies at Brandeis 
University (2012-2013).  She is a graduate of Yale University (B.A.) and the University of 
Chicago (M.A., Ph.D) and the recipient of numerous grants and fellowships.  Apart from her 
academic work, Dr. Hirschhorn is also a prominent voice bringing scholarship into the public 
square as a frequent public speaker, writer, media commentator, and foreign policy consultant on 
Israel/Jewish Affairs.   

 



Course Description:  

 

The history of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is a highly controversial and contested 
narrative both within and outside the State of Israel itself.  This course aims to investigate its 
short, but significant history and develop thematic frameworks for conceptualizing its unique 
historiography.   
 The history of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict can be viewed as a narrative of Zionist state 
and society-building against a backdrop of immigrant-absorption: the challenge of bringing Jews 
of many different persuasions to live together for the first time in 3000 years in a new nation-
state, while simultaneously confronting the reality of a resident Palestinian population within its 
territorial bounds and “imagined community,” as well as other external interests and opposition 
to this new country.  Correspondingly, this syllabus has been organized as departures on the 
theme of the “aliya” (lit. ascendance), a major historiographical category has classically been 
mobilized to describe successive waves of Jewish migration and community-building prior to 
declaration of the State of Israel in 1948.   While this Zionist vocabulary traditionally attaches a 
positive, religio-national valence to living in the land of Israel, I have adapted this framework to 
demonstrate both the opportunities and challenges facing the Israeli state and her society, as well 
as the Palestinian people and their aspirations for a nation, during the past century.   

By exploring and expanding the idea of the “aliyot” — extending its definition to 
encompass both the pre-state and post-state period (periodization), as well as relevant topics and 
groups that have been marginalized in the traditional history and historiography — we will 
problematize its usage and raise the possibility of developing alternative frameworks for 
constructing the narratives of Israelis and Palestinians.  At the same time, this new approach 
underscores that the history and historiography of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is truly that of a 
dual narrative, as two nations developed side-by-side in the same geographic and temporal space 
of Israel/Palestine.  Yet, as this course will also emphasize, the history and historiography goes 
far beyond the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, as we will examine how both internal and external 
processes played a role in both state and society-building until today. 
  Through the use of both primary and secondary sources drawn from scholarly texts as 
well as memoir, literature, photography, film, the arts, and other forms of digital history, we will 
investigate the theme of “aliya” and explore continuity and change over time.  Lastly, students 
will have the opportunity to contribute to this evolving framework through weekly discussions 
and assignments. 
 

Course Level Learning Objectives: 

Through close-reading of both primary and secondary source material, students will have the 
opportunity to learn to work with historical texts and other media. Students will also learn 
negotiate historiographical debates about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  Students will have an 
opportunity to develop their own arguments and frameworks for thinking about the history in 
modern Israel in class discussion and course assignments. 
 
 
 
 

Textbook & Other Required Materials 
 



Students should purchase either new or used copies of the following paperback books.  (They are 
also available in hardcover.)  You can purchase them from an online book retailer or they will 
also be available on campus at the Rutgers bookstore.  Please make sure to order these right 
away as we will need them in coming weeks of the course! 

 
Rashid Khalidi, Palestinian Identity, ISBN 978-0231-10-5156 $4 used $22 new 

Tom Segev, One Palestine Complete ISBN 978-0805-06-5879 used from $4, new from $17.  

Michael Oren, Six Days of War ISBN 978-0195-15-1749 used from $4, new from $17.  

Sara Hirschhorn, City on a Hilltop ISBN 978-0674-97-5057 – new and used copies available. 

The other readings for the course are available online or through Rutgers Library databases. 

 

Evaluation Methods  

Attendance: 40%  
This is mandatory and you must provide an excused absence if you miss class.  COVID-19, other 
medical and family emergencies will be excused. 
More than 3 unexcused absences will lower your final grade by a full letter grade. 
Although we are a big class, I also strongly encourage class participation! 
 
Content Quizzes (3 over the course of the term): 30% (10% each) 
This will ensure that all students are on track as we reach key turning points in the course.  These 
may be “pop quizzes” or announced in advance by the professor in class and via email. 
Late work will be marked down a full letter grade every 24 hours.  After one week, if the 
assignment is not completed, you will receive an F for the quiz (each worth 10% of your grade.) 
 
Final Project: 30% 
I will ask you to submit a short essay (2 pages) and map about how you will resolve the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict based on your historical knowledge from the course.  This assignment may 
seem short — but it’s tough and will require a lot of thought and preparation!  
Late work will be marked down by a full letter grade every 24 hours.  After one week, if the 
assignment is not completed, you will receive an F for the final project (30% of your grade.) 
 

 

 

 

Course Policies 



Academic Integrity.   

Rutgers University takes academic dishonesty very seriously. By enrolling in this course, you 
assume responsibility for familiarizing yourself with the Academic Integrity Policy and the 
possible penalties (including suspension and expulsion) for violating the policy. As per the 
policy, all suspected violations will be reported to the Office of Student Conduct. For more 
details, visit http://nbacademicintegrity.rutgers.edu/home/academic-integrity-policy/ and check 
out these two short videos: Violation Types & Violation Levels and Outcomes. For more 
resources on Academic Integrity, visit: https://nbprovost.rutgers.edu/academic-integrity-students 

Students with Special Needs. 
If you need special arrangements for exams or other coursework, please contact the Office for 
Disability Services (http://disabilityservices.rutgers.edu/) and provide the instructor with 
documentation as soon as possible.   
 

Wellness Resources. 
The faculty and staff at Rutgers are committed to your success. Students who are successful tend 
to seek out resources that enable them to excel academically, maintain their health and wellness, 
prepare for future careers, navigate college life and finances, and connect with the RU 
community. Resources that can help you succeed and connect with the Rutgers community can 
be found at success.rutgers.edu, and nearly all services and resources that are typically provided 
in-person are now available remotely.  

If you are having personal or other problems, there are many options at Rutgers for assistance:  

• When you don’t know where to start looking for assistance, contact the Dean of Students 
office.  

• If you are in need of mental health services, please contact Rutgers Counseling and 
Psychological Services (CAPS): http://rhscaps.rutgers.edu/  

• If you need some temporary guidance, there is “Lets Talk” – which is a CAPS service offering 
drop-in hours at a number of locations across campus. No appointment is necessary. 
http://health.rutgers.edu/medical-counselingservices/counseling/therapy/community-based-
counseling/#runbhc  

• If you are in need of physical health services due to illness, please reach out to the Rutgers 
Health Services: http://health.rutgers.edu/  

• If you do not have enough food, there is a Food Pantry on the College Ave campus that is 
exclusively for Rutgers Students: http://ruoffcampus.rutgers.edu/food/  

• If you need accommodation for a disability, obtain a Letter of Accommodation from the Office 
of Disability Services that provides student-centered and inclusive services: 
https://ods.rutgers.edu  

• If you are a military veteran or are on active military duty, you can obtain support through the 
Office of Veteran and Military Programs and Services: http://veterans.rutgers.edu/  



• If you are in need of legal services, please visit http://rusls.rutgers.edu/  

• If you are in need of additional academic assistance, please contact the Rutgers University New 
Brunswick Learning Center: https://rlc.rutgers.edu/  

• If you or somebody you know has been victimized by a crime or interpersonal violence (e.g., 
stalking, sexual assault), support is available at the Rutgers Office for Violence Prevention and 
Victim assistance: http://vpva.rutgers.edu  

 

Joining the Course Via ZOOM 

Hi there,  

 

You are invited to a Zoom meeting.  

When: Sep 7, 2022 02:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)  

Register in advance for this meeting: 

https://rutgers.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwoceitrTssGtzj29dN2rtr-

T7QOiK9JNoJ  

The passcode is: peace (lowercase) 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing 

information about joining the meeting. 

You will receive a link that you will then use for the remainder of 

the course! 

Course schedule  

 
[N.B.: I have assigned good amounts of reading for discussion some weeks — don’t be 
intimidated!  I will signpost the core texts where you should place your emphasis in reading 
carefully, but please attempt to read/skim as much as possible to get the broad outlines, looking 
closely at historiography, organization, and key arguments and saving the details for later if in 
the interest of time.  The goal is to understand historical and historiographical context through 



assimilating large bodies of scholarship.  This will help you build a “catalogue” of works for 
your own research and teaching in the future — grasping the broad outlines for now and 
returning to review in greater depth as your own projects dictate.] 

 
 
Week One (September 7) 

Introduction to Class – No reading 

 
Week Two (September 12 and 14) 

What is the History of Nationalism?  And How Does It Relate to Zionism [Jewish 

Nationalism] and Palestinian Nationalism? 
 Historians of nationalism have various approaches to the study of the nation-state.  What 
came first, the nation or the nation-state?  (The chicken or the egg?)  Is nationalism “primodial” 
(natural, organic) or “constructed” (an idea that is achieved through human engineering)?  How 
has historical thinking — or the historiography of nationalism — evolved over time the days of 
classic historians like Ernest Renan to more recent scholarship?  We will consider how these 
debates are relevant to the histories of Zionism and Palestinian nationalism.  One core concept of 
the week is Benedict Anderson’s idea of the “imagined community” which we will apply 
throughout this course to think about the contested visions of nationalism of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, and who/what is within/outside the “imagined community” both in terms of 
intra-group and inter-group dynamics.     
 
For Monday: 

Please browse the essays on Anderson, Gellner, Renan, Smith, and Hobsbawn here (click on the 
left hand side where authors are listed to access the short pieces): 
http://web.archive.org/web/20200618004614/http:/www.nationalismproject.org/what.htm 
 
For Wednesday:  

Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities, Introduction, pp 1-7 
Full text available here (opens as PDF): 
https://is.muni.cz/el/1423/jaro2016/SOC757/um/61816961/Benedict_Anderson_Imagined_Com
munities.pdf 
 

 

 

 
 

Week Three (September 19 and 21) 

The First Aliya: Conceptualizing Zionism in Theory and Practice (1882-1904) 

            Situated within the period of the so-called “First Aliya” in the traditional Zionist 
literature, this course originates in a theoretical discussion of terminology and concepts, 
problematizing the idea of ‘aliya’ in Israeli history and historiography.  We then turn toward its 
expression in Western and Eastern Europe, as two communities of Jews confronted the so-called 
“Jewish problem” and began to articulate divergent solutions in the land of Israel.  At the same 
time, the early Zionist pioneers of the BILU arrived in Ottoman Palestine and wrestled with the 
gulf between theory and praxis as they established early settlements and encountered the 



indigeneous population.  Meanwhile, as the “Arab Awakening” began to crystallize across the 
Middle East, a new wave of nationalist sentiment took root in the Ottoman territories around 
Jerusalem, inspiring the beginnings of a conflict between two incipient nations 

For Monday: 
 
Theodore Herzl (trans. Alex Bein), The Jewish State  
 (New York: American Zionist Emergency Council, 1946)  
Please skip the introduction, but please read the biography and text of the short book: 
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/25282/25282-h/25282-h.htm 
 
Alan Dowty, “Much Ado About Little: Ahad Ha-am’s ‘Truth from the Land of Israel,’ Zionism, 
            And the Arabs,” Israel Studies 5, No. 2 (Fall 2000): 154-181 
(Available via Rutgers Libraries) 
 
 
For Wednesday: 

Rashid Khalidi, Palestinian Identity (New York: Columbia University Press, 1997),  
 Chapters 2, 5, & 6  
 
Surf “Open Jerusalem” Website: 
http://www.openjerusalem.org/?fbclid=IwAR3xgpBhp0vNLXHwS3CCf5wiTVdPaOphpFM2Q9
agpXBk-uzYTfGAEgxzeDw 
 
Exhibition Catalogue: “Palestinian Local Embroidery: Woman. Memory. Identity (L.A. Mayer 
Museum of Islamic Art, Jerusalem – see English Youtube video):  
http://www.islamicart.co.il/template/default.aspx?PageId=23 
 
 
Optional But Recommended This Week: 
Podcast, Israel Story, “Mixtape Part I: Our Hope?” (Story of Hatikvah):  
https://www.tabletmag.com/jewish-life-and-religion/262875/israel-story-mixtape-1-hatikvah 
 
“The First Film of Palestine” (1911): http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T0zpbDGjHAE [Film] 
 
 
Week Four (September 26 and 28) and Week Five (October 3 and 5) 
The Second Aliya: WWI and the British Mandate in Palestine (1914-1948) 

 

This tumultuous period, which saw the end of empires and two world wars, also marked the 
renaissance of Hebrew culture and early state-building by the Jewish community (known as the 
Yishuv) in Ottoman and British Palestine.  This era, which encompasses three aliyot in the 
traditional Zionist historiography, saw several waves of Jewish immigration and the challenge of 
integrating diverse populations with different visions for the state and land of Israel into a 
cohesive community.  We will explore some of these internal schisms, as well the growing 
opposition to the Yishuv both within its territorial bounds from the nascent Palestinian polity and 
external critics of the Zionist movement and entity. 
 



For Monday 26 September – NO CLASS – ROSH HASHANAH 
Please be aware that your instructor will be offline from Sunday afternoon (25 September) until 
nightfall on Tuesday evening (27 September) due to the observance of the High Holy Days 
 

In lieu of class, please browse: 
https://www.timesofisrael.com/for-photogenic-jerusalem-a-look-at-how-locals-first-captured-
their-city/ 
And 
https://www.eliaphoto.com/Gallery.html 
(Next time you are in the Old City of Jerusalem, you can pop into the Elias Photo Shop and buy 
a book of these photos and more!) 
 
For Wednesday (28 September) - 

Tom Segev  [transl. Haim Watzman], One Palestine Complete: Jews and Arabs Under the  
British Mandate (New York: Metropolitan Books, 2000), Chapters 1, 5-6, 14, 21-23 

 
Your instructor will give a detailed lecture to compliment these readings as well. 
 
For Monday (3 October) — 

 
 “Exodus” (1960) [Film] – available via Amazon TV, VUDU, or Amazon Prime Video for $3.99 
 
We’ll be discussing the film in detail so make sure you watch before class! 
 
Wednesday 5 October – NO CLASS — YOM KIPPUR 

Please be aware that your instructor will be offline from Tuesday afternoon (4 October) until 
nightfall on Wednesday evening (5 October) due to the observance of the High Holy Day.  As 
part of the Jewish tradition,  I will also be fasting for these 25 hours and may feel unwell on 
Wednesday night, so please be patient if I am not able to respond to email until Thursday. 
 
In lieu of class, please read this and listen to a few of the testimonies of real voyagers on the 
Exodus: https://blog.nli.org.il/en/hoi_exodus/ 
 
 

Week Six and Seven (October 10 and 12 and October 17 and 19) 

The Third Aliya: Jews from Arab Lands, Palestinian Refugees, and Holocaust Survivors 

(1948-1967) 
            The first Arab-Israel war of 1948 created a dual refugee crisis for both the Palestinian-
Arab community in the new State of Israel and the Jewish community residing in Arab and 
Muslim lands.  We will investigate the complex and contested narrative of both groups, which 
has shaped the history and historiography of modern Israel until today.  (We will revisit later 
developments in Week Eight.)  These entwined issues also helped set the agenda for domestic 
state-building (“Mamlachtiut) — including the absorption of Holocaust survivors and other 
community-building challenges — and interactions between the State of Israel and her neighbors 
in the ‘interwar’ period between 1948 and 1967, including the War of Attrition and 1956 
Campaign. 
 
Monday 10 October – NO CLASS – SUKKOT 



Please note, your instructor will be offline from Sunday afternoon (9 October) until Tuesday 
nightfall (11 October) due to observance of the Jewish festival of Sukkot. 
In lieu of class, to prepare for our discussion on 1948 war, please read: 
Paul Scham, Benjamin Pogrund and As'ad Ghanem, “Introduction to Shared Narratives – A 
Palestinian-Israeli Dialogue,” Israel Studies, Vol. 18, No. 2, (Summer 2013), pp. 1-10 (10 pages) 
(Available via Rutgers Library) 
 
For Wednesday (12 October) 
I'd like us to look at 3 failed options for solving the incipient clash of two national movements in 
one piece of real estate prior to the outbreak of the 1948 war -- perhaps the path not taken. 
 
Please read summaries/skim: 
1)Hope-Simpson Report, 1929: 
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/hope-simpson-report (Links to an external site.) 
(just want to add that i'm not crazy about the JVL as a reliable source for research, which is an 
Israeli hasbara outlet, but the text of the document is reliable and I use the website to reproduce it 
only because I don't have other easily accessible resources online for this document) 
 
2)Peel Commission Report 
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/text-of-the-peel-commission-report (Links to an external 
site.) 
 
 
3)UN Partition Plan for Palestine 
Please look at UN and "Official Positions Section" and all the maps 
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/the-partition-plan (Links to an external site.) 
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-secrets-and-lies-scenes-from-the-1947-un-
partition-plan-1.8196929 (Links to an external site.) 
 
We'll also look at the news reel footage of the King David Hotel bombing and the announcement 
of the UN vote on Israel in class. 
 

Monday 17 October – NO CLASS – SUKKOT (Shmini Atzeret and Simchat Torah) 
Please note, your instructor will be offline from Sunday afternoon (16 October) until Tuesday 
nightfall (18 October) due to observance of the Jewish festival of Sukkot (Shmini Atzeret and 
Simchat Torah). 
In lieu of class, I’d like you to read a little more about the “New Historians of Israel” (of which 
Benny Morris, who we’ll read be reading for Wednesday if one of them).  I also want you to get 
started on reading the Morris over the weekend/up until Wednesday because the text is dense. 
Silberstein, An Introduction: https://pij.org/articles/151 (Links to an external site.) 
Silberstein, the Post-Zionism debates, Chapter Four: http://www.ee.bgu.ac.il/~censor/katz-
directory/$99-00-00postzionism-silberstein.htm 
 
 
For Wednesday (19 October): 

Benny Morris, The Birth of the Palestinian Refugee Problem, 1947-1949 Revisited 



 Please read Introduction, Chapters 2, 3 and 4.  Full Text Available here: 
http://larryjhs.fastmail.fm.user.fm/The%20Birth%20of%20the%20Palestinian%20Refugee%20P
roblem%20Revisited.pdf 
 

 
Week Eight (October 24 and 26): 

I’d like us to continue with our discussion of the 1948 war but with more focus on history and 
memory and through other prisms, such as literature, film, and art. 
 
For Monday: 

Ghassan Kanafani [trans. Barbara Harlow], Palestine’s Children (London: Heinemann, 1984) 
Please read short story “Return to Haifa”  Full text at:  
https://canvas.vt.edu/courses/54948/files/4507773/download?verifier...wrap=1 
A.B. Yehoshua, Facing the Forests (Short Story):  
sites.middlebury.edu/hebm230/files/2014/09/Yehoshua-Facing-the-Forests.pdf 
Anita Shapira, “Hirbet Hizah: Between Memory and Forgetting,”  
 http://www.press.umich.edu/pdf/9780472115419-ch4.pdf 
 
For Wednesday: 
Hussein Ibish, “The ‘Catastrophe That Defines Palestinian Identity,” 
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/05/the-meaning-of-nakba-israel-
palestine-1948-gaza/560294/ 
 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/gallery/2018/may/15/70th-anniversary-palestine-nakba-day-
in-pictures 
 
Check out Zochorot Nakba App: https://zochrot.org/en/site/nakbaMap 
 
Browse: A new controversial art exhibit about 1948 at the Haifa City Museum --  
https://www.hcm.org.il/eng/Exhibitions/6513/1948 
 
 

Week Nine: (October 31 and November 2):  
The Fourth Aliya: The Six Day War and “Aliya” to the Occupied Territories (1967-

Present) 

            After a tumultuous decade of the 1950s (which Sara will fill in a bit more about in class), 
the 1967 War and the so-called “aliya to the territories” by proponents for settlement in Israel’s 
newly conquered areas of the West Bank, Gaza Strip, and the Sinai Peninsula profoundly 
changed the course of Israeli history and historiography.  We will explore this watershed 
moment and the movement it inspired from the domestic, regional, and international perspective, 
with special attention to change over time from 1967 until the present. 

For Monday: 
 
Michael B. Oren, Six Days of War: June 1967 and the Making of the Modern Middle East 
 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002) – Chapter 1-3 (Catalyst, Crisis, Countdown) 
 



Listen to this NPR 4 part series “Six Day War: Shaping the Modern Middle East”  
https://www.npr.org/2007/06/04/10619929/six-day-war-shaping-the-modern-middle-east 
 
 
For Wednesday: 
 
Sara Yael Hirschhorn, City on a Hilltop: American Jews and the Israeli Settler Movement 
(Harvard: Harvard University Press, 2017) – Pick Either Chapter 2, 3, or 4  
 
 
Browse 50 Voices/50 Years Project on 50th anniversary of 1967: 
https://www.50voices50years.com/50-voices 
 
Watch this 3 part VOX series on the Israeli Settler Movement: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E0uLbeQlwjw 
 
 
Week Ten: November 7 and 9 

  
Mizrachim, Women, Israeli Arabs, and LGBTQ in Israel Rise Up! (1970s-Present) 

            Israel in the 1970s — especially in the aftermath of the political and economic 
devastation 1973 war — was a time of reflection.  This period saw the new mobilization of 
Mizrachi Jews (many of whom had immigrated to Israel after the 1948 war), as well as the 
growth of women’s and feminist movement in Israel.  These groups sparked a wider debate 
about successes and failures of state and society building internally, as well as Israel’s 
relationship with its neighbors, against the backdrop of a rising tide of Palestinian nationalism 
and international opposition that continues until today.  Lastly, we will explore more recent 
activism around sexuality and the debate over ‘pinkwashing.’ 
 
 
For Monday: 

Oren Yiftachel, Ethnocracy: Land and Identity Politics in Israel/Palestine (Introduction) 
http://www.ipk-bonn.de/downloads/ethnocracy-yiftachel.pdf 
 
Trailer “The Ancestral Sin” (Sallah: Poh Zeh Eretz Yisrael):  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8gg-bzqW4tc 
Film Review (because this excellent documentary does not yet have English subtitles)  
https://www.timesofisrael.com/amid-racism-claims-state-to-open-archives-on-jewish-north-
african-immigration/ 
 
Henriette Dahan Kalev, “You’re So Pretty, You Don’t Look Moroccan,” Israel Studies 6, No. 1 
 (Spring 2001): 1-14. [Available through Rutgers Library] 
 
 
For Wednesday: 

 
Elie Rekhess, “The Arab Minority in Israel”: Reconsidering the 1948 Paradigm,” Israel Studies 
19:2 Summer 2014, pp 187-217. [Available through Rutgers Library database] 



 
NAS Daily “The Truth about Jews and Arabs” https://www.facebook.com/nasdaily/videos/the-
truth-about-jews-and-arabs/2344262399184702/ 
 
MK Ayman Odeh (head of “Joint List” Arab political party in Israel), “The Zionist Left Needs to 
Understand That Change Is Impossible Without Us,” Fathom, Fall 2017: 
http://fathomjournal.org/the-zionist-left-needs-to-understand-that-change-is-impossible-without-
us-an-interview-with-mk-ayman-odeh/ 
 
Mira Awad and Noa “There Must Be Another Way” (Eurovision, 2009): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bBTQFOkFZw8 
 
 
 
Week Eleven (November 14 and 16) 

The Sixth Aliya: Russian and Ethiopian Immigration (and Asian/African Labor)  
   Transform Israel (1980s-Present) 

While the traditional Zionist historiography of the aliyot ends in 1948, the State of Israel and her 
society were dramatically transformed by two waves of immigration in recent years — the Beta 
Yisrael from Ethiopia and Russian and Central Asians from the area of the former USSR.   Their 
integration into Israel’s political, economic, religious, and socio-cultural fabric has provided 
profound challenges and opportunities for the Israeli state and her society in the past three 
decades.  Together with new Asian and African populations in Israel’s labor market (which have 
often displaced Palestinian workers), these new groups have changed Israel both within and 
without. 

 

For Monday: 
Larissa Remennick, “Providers, Caregivers, and Sluts: Women with a Russian Accent in Israel,” 
 Nashim 98 (2004): 87-114. [Available through Rutgers Library’s database] 
 
“On Multiple Fronts, Russian Jews Reshape Israel” NPR Report 
https://www.npr.org/2013/01/02/168457444/on-multiple-fronts-russian-jews-reshape-israel 
 
For Wednesday: 
 
Lisa Anteby-Yemini,“From Ethiopian Villager to Global Villager: Ethiopian Jews in Israel” 
(Read Chapter here): 
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=zBeBCsEZulgC&oi=fnd&pg=PA220&dq=ethio
pian+jews+in+israel&ots=pnpga04Lcw&sig=M-
aG7HROopaP8sVi76tssz8Dm6E#v=onepage&q=ethiopian%20jews%20in%20israel&f=false 
 
Judy Jaffe-Schagen, “Creating Space – The Construction of Ethiopian Heritage and Memory in 
Israel”: 
https://www.persee.fr/doc/ethio_0066-2127_2016_num_31_1_1625 
 
 



Optional But Recommended!: 
Reuven Ziegler, “Asylum Seekers in Israel: A Snapshot,”  
 http://en.idi.org.il/analysis/articles/asylum-seekers-in-israel-a-snapshot 
 
Rachel Friedberg and Robert M. Sauer, “Does the Presence of Foreign Guest Workers in Israel 
 Harm Palestinians from the West Bank and Gaza Strip?” 
 http://www.mnb.hu/Root/Dokumentumtar/MNB/Kutatas/mnbhu_seminar/seminar_200 

mnbhu_vita2/sauer4.pdf 
 

Week Twelve: November 21 and 23 

Israel’s Lebanon War  

While scholars still haven’t produced a great deal of research on this important event, Israel’s 
war with Lebanon in 1982 — considered Israel’s first “war of choice” — had a profound impact 
on Israeli society and also on Diaspora-Israel relations (as we’ll discuss next week).  
 
For Monday (21 November): 
https://www.timesofisrael.com/20-years-after-lebanon-pullout-docuseries-dives-into-the-war-
with-no-name/ 
(We’ll watch a bit of this in class, if we don’t have copyright issues with Youtube) 
Read review of Matti Friedman’s book “Pumpkinflowers” (highly recommend the book too!):  
https://www.haaretz.com/life/books/2016-05-23/ty-article/.premium/revisiting-israels-painful-
nameless-war-in-lebanon/0000017f-f05c-dc28-a17f-fc7f1c140000 
Remembering the Sabra and Shatila massacre: https://www.timesofisrael.com/journalist-reckons-
with-israeli-blame-for-1982-sabra-and-shatila-massacre/ 
 

For Wednesday (23 November): No Class and No Assignment – Happy Thanksgiving! 
Week Thirteen: November 28 and 30 

The Seventh Aliya: Western Immigration and Zionism at Home (1882-Present) 

            Diaspora communities have taken an active role — for and against — the Zionist project 
since its origins.  While immigration from the West has traditionally been small, the role of 
“Anglo-Saxon” community (a term we will interrogate) in Israel has grown in both numbers and 
power in recent years.  Out-migration of Israelis to the West has also subtly transformed Israeli 
state and society-building since 1948.  Moreover, the role of Jewish Diaspora in providing 
financial and political support for the State of Israel has become a pivotal factor in Israeli state 
and society.  We will explore this topic and change over time, with special focus on the U.S. and 
contemporary developments. 

For Monday: 

 
Louis Brandeis, “The Jewish Problem: How to Solve It” 
http://www.zionism-israel.com/hdoc/Brandeis_Jewish_Problem.htm 
 
American Council for Judaism, “Proposal for Palestine,” 
http://www.zionism-israel.com/hdoc/ACJ_Plan_For_Palestine_1945.htm 
 
Charles S. Liebeman, “Diaspora Influence on Israel: The Ben-Gurion Blaustein ‘Exchange’ and 
Its Aftermath, Jewish Social Studies 36, No. 3-4 (July-October 1974), pp 271-280.   



[Available through Rutgers Library’s database.] 
 

 

For Wednesday: 

 
Sara Hirschhorn, City on a Hilltop, Introduction, Chapter 1, and Conclusion 
 
Peter Beinart, “The Failure of the American Jewish Establishment” 
https://www.nybooks.com/articles/2010/06/10/failure-american-jewish-establishment/ 
 
Bret Stephens, “Peter Beinart’s False Prophecy,”  
http://www.tabletmag.com/jewish-news-and-politics/94872/peter-beinarts-false-prophecy 
 
JVP Platform on the BDS Movement:  
https://jewishvoiceforpeace.org/jvp-supports-the-bds-movement/ 
 
Optional But Recommended! 
Oren Meyers, “A Home Away From Home?: Israel Shelanu and the Self-Perceptions of  
 Israeli Migrants,” Israel Studies 6, No. 3 (Fall 2001): 71-90. 
 [Available through Rutgers Library’s database] 
 
Benjamin Beit Hallahmi, “From Tel Aviv to L.A.: Israelis as New American Ethnics,” 
 MERIP Middle East Report 150 (Jan-Feb 1988): 37-39. 
  

Week Fourteen and Week 15: December 5 and 7, December 12 and 14 

Week Eight <> The Eighth Aliya: The Right of Return of History in Israel/Palestine Today 

  (1990s-Present) 

            The 1990s were a moment of promise in Israeli history and historiography, as the State of 
Israel and her neighbors embarked upon a decade long peace process.  However, the failure to 
reach a final status agreement in 2000 heightened both internal and external divisions.  Today, as 
the model of “two states for two peoples” increasingly gives way — in both theory and praxis — 
to a binational state, the “right of return of history” weighs heavily. 

For Monday (December 5): 

Please orient yourself with some of the basic documents about the Oslo Accords.  Sara will also 
provide a lecture about this. 

 
To orient yourself to the timeline: 
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1993-2000/oslo (Links to an external site.) 
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/oslo/etc/cron.html (Links to an external site.) 
 
Please make sure you look at these documents primary source documents; 
Israel-PLO "Declaration of Principles" (1993) also known as Oslo I: 
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/isrplo.asp (Links to an external site.) 
Israel-PLO Transfer of Powers (1994) also known as Oslo II: 



https://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/transfer_powers.asp (Links to an external site.) 
Hebron Protocol (1997): 
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/hebron.asp (Links to an external site.) 
Trilateral Statement at Camp David II (1999): 
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/21st_century/mid028.asp (Links to an external site.) 
Clinton Parameters (2000): 
https://ecf.org.il/media_items/568 (Links to an external site.) 
 
For Wednesday (December 7):  
We will discuss some developments, including new peace plans, since 2000.  (Sara will also 
provide some lecture about this.)  Please familiarize yourself with these important documents: 
Roadmap to Peace (2003): 
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/21st_century/roadmap.asp (Links to an external site.) 
 
Also look at the Road Map for Peace (the "Quartet Plan"), 2008: 
https://ecf.org.il/media_items/577 (Links to an external site.) 
 
The Arab Peace Initiative (2002): 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2002/mar/28/israel7 (Links to an external site.) 
 
The Trump Peace Plan (Political Framework section): 
https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/peacetoprosperity/ (Links to an external site.) 

 
For Monday (December 12): 
 

Anita Shapira, “The Past is Not a Foreign Country,” 
http://ontology.buffalo.edu/smith/courses01/rrtw/Shapira.htm 
 
Meron Benevinisti Interview: 

http://www.haaretz.com/weekend/magazine/jerusalem-born-thinker-meron-benvenisti-
has-a-message-for-israelis-stop-whining.premium-1.469447 
 

Ian Lustick, “The Two State Illusion,” 
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/15/opinion/sunday/two-state-
illusion.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0 
 

Ghaith al-Omari, “Oslo’s Mangled Legacy,”https://www.thecairoreview.com/essays/oslos-
mangled-legacy/?platform=hootsuite 

 
 
For Wednesday (Dec 14): 

Student led discussion!  Please post an article to CANVAS that you’d like to share with the class.  
We will also a free discussion/ask the professor anything about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
session to round out the course. 


