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SYLLABUS 
 

Between Nazism and Communism 
Jewish Studies 01:563:270/History 01:510:263 

 
Fall 2022 

Academic Building, Rm. 1108 
3:50-5:10pm 

 
Professor Nancy Sinkoff  

 

 
 

 
Office Hours: Thursdays, 1:00-2:30, or by appointment, 12 College Avenue 
campus phone: 2.8681 
email: nsinkoff@rutgers.edu 
________________________________________________________________________ 

This course will examine the history of Eastern Europe, focusing on the experience of 
several groups in the region, including Poles, Jews, and Ukrainians, to understand the 

lasting legacies of Nazi and Communist rule in the modern period. These populations 
were part of a historically rich multicultural, multifaith, and multilinguistic region that 
was homogenized in the 20th century due to war, genocide, political nationalism, and 
population transfers. Although our course will not focus on the contemporary crisis in 
Ukraine, our exploration of the complexity of Nazi and Soviet control over Polish 
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territory in the 20th century, and the experiences of Jews, Poles, and Ukrainians—
including their sense of belonging, their reactions to dislocations, and the memory of 
their and the memory of their physical extermination and national-ethnic subjugation—
will deepen your understanding of our current moment. 
 
The region of Eastern Europe is vast. Our course will introduce students to its history by 

studying the history of Poland, beginning in its “Golden Age,” which saw the expansion 
of Jewish settlement throughout the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth—which included 

Ukrainian lands—and continuing to the effects of the partitions in the late eighteenth 
century, in which Poland and its peoples became subjects of the Russian, Habsburg, and 

Austrian Empires. In the “long” nineteenth century, the “national” principle prevailed in 
Eastern Europe, affecting Polish, Ukrainian, and Jewish national aspirations in the 

twentieth and twenty-first centuries. The course will investigate the dislocations caused 
by World War I, the exhilaration of the reestablishment of Polish statehood in its 

aftermath, and then focus on the catastrophic invasion and occupation of western 

Poland by the Nazi Third Reich in 1939 and of eastern Poland by the Soviets. We will 
then turn to 1941 when the Germans invaded Soviet lands and study the unfolding of 

the so-called “Final Solution” against the Jews of Eastern Europe. The course will then 
examine the radical shifting of populations after the war, the effect of Soviet 

domination in the region after 1946, and the complex ways in which Poles, Ukrainians, 
and Jews remembered Nazism and Communism. 

 
To explore this history, we will examine primary historical documents, secondary 

scholarship, memoir literature, poetry, a graphic novel, and film. 
 
Students are required to read the materials in advance of our sessions. We will pay 
careful attention to the primary sources—all of which are available on Canvas—in class. 
Additional readings, in the form of articles and book chapters, have also been uploaded 
on Canvas. The secondary sources will allow you to a) deepen your understanding of the 
history we’re engaging and b) enter the contemporary scholarly conversation about the 
meaning of that history. Films and guest lectures will enhance students’ understanding 
of the intertwined histories of Poles, Jews, and Ukrainians in the Polish borderlands 

under the Nazis and the Soviets. 
 

 
CORE LEARNING GOAL 
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1. [CORE HST-1]: Explain the development of some aspect of a society or culture over 
time, including the history of ideas or history of science. 
 
Students will acquire an overview of the major issues related to Nazi and Communist 
rule in Central Europe—particularly Poland—in the twentieth century, grounded in the 
history of the region from the sixteenth century forward. 

 
Additional Learning Goals: 

 
Acquire an overview of the major issues related to Nazi and Communist rule in Eastern 

Europe—particularly Poland—in the twentieth century, grounded in the history of the 
region from the sixteenth century forward. 

 
Encounter the interconnected history of Poles, Jews, and Ukrainians: their shared pasts, 

their dissonant pasts, and their complicated memories of both. 

 
Engage in the craft of history by studying a variety of primary sources, such as 

autobiographies, legal charters, poetry, and testimonies, and through reading secondary 
interpretations, including scholarly articles and textbook readings. 

 
Develop skills of communicating orally and in writing through classroom discussion, oral 

presentations, and writing assignments. 
 

Required Texts (available for purchase at the Rutgers University Bookstore/Barnes 
and Noble, 732.246.8448): 
 

Melissa Feinberg, Communism in Eastern Europe (Routledge, 2022), ISBN: 
9780813348179 

 

Brian Porter-Szűcs, Poland in the Modern World: Beyond Martyrdom (John Wiley & 

Sons, Inc., 2014), ISBN: 978-1-4443-3218-6 

 
Rutu Modan, The Property (Drawn and Quarterly, 2013) 
ISBN 10: 1770461159; ISBN 13: 9781770461154 
 

These books have also been put on reserve at Alexander Library. All other materials 
will be uploaded to the Canvas site according to weekly modules. 

 
Course Requirements and Grading: 

 

1. Attendance and participation in class: Students are required to prepare the course 
readings and to participate actively in class discussion. As noted, students must bring 
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the primary sources printed from the Canvas site to class on assigned dates and have 
them available. The best way to keep track of them is in a folder. Students will be 
expected to lead short discussions throughout the semester based on the assigned 
readings. Students are also required to come to an office hour, either in-person or 
via Zoom, with the professor in the first month of the course. (35%). 

 

2. Online Quizzes: To maximize class participation, there will be regular quizzes on the 
course material. There will be 6 online quizzes throughout the semester, on either 

Tuesday or Thursday. These quizzes will be quick answer questions (true/false, 
multiple choice, or “fill in the blank”) based on that session’s readings. You will be 

quizzed on material before we discuss it in class. The quizzes will be posted either on 
Monday morning—for a Tuesday class session—or on Wednesday morning—for a 

Thursday class session (with extensions on holidays) and will be due an hour before 
class. You will have two hours to do the quizzes and they are open book/sources. 

These quizzes are intended to help you study and to incentivize the close reading of 

the texts, which will enhance our discussions in class. No make-up quizzes are 
allowed. The lowest quiz grade for the semester will be dropped. Quizzes may 

include required questions for guest lecturers. Each quiz will be graded on a 0-2 pt. 
scale for a total of 10 points (10%). 

 
3. Summary Blog Post on Guest Lectures. Students will write a 1,000-word blogpost on 

the material presented by two of the (three) guest lectures. The post should be 
informative, written in a narrative style that highlights the main points of the lecture 

and the assigned reading in an accessible manner. The posts will be due a week after 
the guest lecture (Frajlich, due on 11/22; Mann, due on 12/6; Kin, due on 12/8).    
Graded on a 1-10 pt. scale for a total of 10 points/each. (20%). 

 
4. Written Historical Book Review (25%, graded on a 1-25 point-scale). Students will 

write a four-five-page (1000-1250 words) analytic, historical review of either a non-
fiction account, memoir, autobiography, or work of fiction. The written book 
review, four-five double-spaced pages (1,000-1,250 words) is due on 12/15 at 5:00 
p.m. to Canvas. Suggestions for books to review will be posted on Canvas in late 

September. Oral Presentations of Book, 10% will be assigned for December 6 and 8 
10%, graded on a 1-10 pt. scale (10%). Total of both components (35%). 

 
*All these components must be met to fulfill completion of the course* 

 
**Gradebook in Canvas only functions with percentages. Because there are no minuses 

at Rutgers, I grade on a point system with 100 points as a perfect score. Extra credit 
points will be added above and beyond 100.** 

 
Points translated to Letter Grades: 
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93-100=A 
86-92.9=B+ 
79-85.9=B 
72-78.9=C+ 
65-71.9=C 
Below 65=D 

below 59=F 
 

***Extra Credit Opportunities, such as attending films or lectures related to the course 
material, will be posted on Canvas throughout the semester*** 

 
1. Tues., Sept 6: Introduction: Polish Geography, Jewish Geography, Ukrainian 

Geography 
S. Y. Agnon, “Polin,” from Ir u-Melo’ah/The City and its Fullness (handout) 

Roger Cohen, “Odesa is Defiant.  It is Also Putin’s Ultimate Target.” (handout) 

Terms for Polish History; Jewish history; Ukrainian history. 
 

2. Thurs., Sept 8: The Polish Kingdom and the Origins of Polish Jewry 
Secondary Sources: 

Anne Applebaum, “Introduction,” Between East and West: Crossing the Borderlands of 
Eastern Europe, pp. ix-xxi. 

Patrice Dabrowski, Poland: The First Thousand Years, pp. 5-40. 
Gershon David Hundert, “Some Basic Characteristics of the Jewish Experience in 

Poland,” pp. 28-34. 
Mark von Hagen, “Does Ukraine Have a History?“ pp. 658-673. 
 
3. Tues., Sept. 13: The Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth: Politics, Peoples, Languages 
Secondary Source: 
Patrice Dabrowski, Poland: The First Thousand Years, pp. 106-140. 
 
4. Thurs., Sept. 15: Legal Structure, Socio-Economic Conditions (Jews, Serfs, Poles) in 
the Commonwealth 

Primary Sources: 
Charter of Bolesław the Pious.  
Jan Słomka, “Life of a Polish Peasant.” 
 
Secondary Sources: 
Govind Sreenivasan, “Serfdom in East Central Europe,” pp. 1-4.  
 
5. Tues., Sept. 20: “Ukrainians” Revolt; Cossack Might in the 17th Century [**Historical 

Book Review Assignment Given Out**] 
Primary Source: 
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Nathan Neta Hannover, excerpts from The Abyss of Despair  
 
Secondary Source: 
Dabrowski, pp. 177-209. 
 
6. Thurs., Sept. 22: The Commonwealth’s End, Poland under Empire 

Primary Sources: 
Excerpts, “Constitution of 3 May.”  

Tadeusz Kościuszko, “The Połaniec Manifesto, 1794.”  
 

Secondary Sources: 
Brian Porter-Szűcs, Poland in the Modern World: Beyond Martyrdom, pp. 6-42. 

Dabrowski, pp. 262-302. 
 

Map, “The Partitions of Poland.” 

 
7. Tues., Sept. 27: Pre-Recorded Lecture, No Class, 2nd Day of Rosh Hashanah (Jewish 

New Year) 
Galicia: Jews, Poles, and Ukrainians Become Austrian 

Primary Sources: 
Joseph II’s Toleranzpatent for Galicia, 1789.  

German and Hebrew Diplomas from Joseph Perl’s Modern School 
 

Secondary Sources: 
Israel Bartal, “Austria and the Jews of Galicia,” and “The Conservative Alliance: Galicia 
under Emperor Franz Josef, pp. 70-81; 124-133.”  
John-Paul Himka, “Religion and State in Austrian Galicia,” pp. 203-219. 
 
8. Thurs., Sept. 29:  The Congress Kingdom of Poland: Jews, Poles, and Ukrainians 
under Imperial Russian Rule 
Secondary Sources: 
Piotr Wandycz, “From the Congress of Vienna to 1830, pp. 65-91.”  

Antony Polonsky, “The Jews in the Duchy of Warsaw and the Kingdom of Poland, 1807-
1881,” pp. 273-321. 
 
9. Tues. Oct. 4: Pre-Recorded Lecture, No Class, Eve of Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) 
Polish Nationalism in the 19th Century 
Primary Sources: 
Excerpts from Adam Mickiewicz, “The Books of the Polish Nation.”  
1836, “Manifesto of the Democratic Society.” 

Selected Passages from the National Democratic Movement (Endeks) 
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Secondary Sources: 
Dabrowski, pp. 303-337.  
Peter Brock, “Polish Nationalism, pp. 310-334.”  
 
10. Thurs., Oct. 6: World War I, the End of Empire, Poland’s Rebirth, Ukrainian 
Disappointments 

Primary Source: “Minority Treaties, 1919.” 
Vladimir Lenin, “Liberals and Democrats on the Language Question;” “The Position of 

the Bund in the Party.” 
 

Secondary Sources: 
Porter-Szűcs, pp. 43-89. 

Dabrowski, pp. 362-383. 
Melissa Feinberg, “Introduction: The Communist World of Eastern Europe,” pp. 1-7. 

 

11. Tues. Oct. 11: Pre-Recorded Lecture, No Class, 2nd of Sukkot 
The Second Polish Republic 

Porter-Szűcs, pp. 90-125. 
Bohdan Budurowycz, “Poland and the Ukrainian Problem, 1921-1939,” pp. 473-500. 

 
12. Thurs. Oct. 13: The Jewish Minority in Independent Poland; Ukrainians Under 

Stalin 
FILM: “A Different World: Poland's Jews, 1919-1943.” (1986) 

Vassily Grossman, Forever Flowing, chapter 14. 
 
Secondary Source: 
Robert Conquest, “Some Thoughts on the Holodomor,” pp. 3-8. 
 
13. Tues.: Oct. 18: Pre-Recorded Lecture, No Class, Simkhat Torah 
The Rise of the Nazism and the Beginning of WWII, 1939-1941 
Primary Sources: 
Roman Dmowski, excerpts from speeches. 

Adolf Hitler, “Speech before Reichstag, January 30, 1939.” 
Walter von Reichenau, “Secret 6th Order to the Eastern Troops,” October 10, 1941. 
 
Secondary Sources: 
Felix Gilbert, The End of the European Era: 1890 to the Present, pp. 270-299.  
Porter-Szűcs, pp. 144-166. 
 
14. Thurs. Oct 20: Soviet Crimes in Poland during World War II 

FILM: “Katyń,” by Andrzej Wajda (2007). 
Screening Guide to Katyń 
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Secondary Source: 
Frank Fox, “Jewish Victims of the Katyń Massacre.” 
 
15. Tues., Oct. 25: WWII, 1941-1945, The Holocaust in the East 
Primary Sources: 
Reinhard Heydrich, “Instruction to Chiefs of the Einsatzgruppen, September 21, 1939” 

and other sources from Lucy S. Dawidowicz, Holocaust Reader.  
Ilya Ehrenburg and Vasily Grossman, “Preface” and “Treblinka,” The Complete Black 

Book of Russian Jewry.  
 

Secondary Sources: 
Timothy Snyder, “Holocaust: The Ignored Reality,” New York Review of Books, pp. 1-10. 

Mark Mazower, “War of Annihilation: Into the Soviet Union,” pp. 137-178. 
 

16. Thurs., Oct. 27: Warsaw’s End 

Primary Sources: 
Marek Edelman, excerpts from The Ghetto Fights (1945).  

Czesław Miłosz, “Campo di Fiori” and “A Poor Christian Looks at the Ghetto.”  
Secondary Sources: 

Porter-Szűcs, pp. 166-185. 
Feinberg, pp. 18-36.  

 
17. Tues., Nov. 1: Ukrainians, Jews, and Germans during World War II 

Primary Source: 
Vasily Grossman, “Kiev-Baba Yar.”  
 
Secondary Sources: 
Timothy Snyder, “Communism and Cleansed Memories.”  
John-Paul Himka, “Ukrainian Collaboration in the Extermination of the Jews During the 
Second World War: Sorting Out the Long-Term and Conjunctural Factors.”  
 
18. Thurs., Nov. 3: Postwar Poland, Sovietization 

Primary Sources: 
Yalta Documents  
 
Secondary Source: 
Porter-Szűcs, pp. 186-230. 
 
19. Tues., Nov. 8: Post-Stalinist Poland and Ukraine 
Primary Source: Adam Ważyk, “Poem for Adults.”  

Porter-Szűcs, pp. 231-257. 
Feinberg, pp. 92-116. 
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20. Thurs., Nov. 10: 1967-1968 and the Anti-“Zionist” Campaign in Poland 
Youtube: “The Rolling Stones in Warsaw, 1967.” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qesnBkpUkjg 
 
Secondary Sources: 
Łukasz Hirszowicz, “The Jewish Issue in Post-War Communist Politics,” pp. 199-208.  

Dariusz Stola, “The Anti-Zionist Campaign in Poland, 1967-1968.” 
 

21. Tues., Nov. 15: 1968, Jewish Exile from Poland. Guest Lecture/Poetry Reading with 
Dr. Anna Frajlich, Polish Jewish refugee poet. [**Questions Due**] 

Primary Sources: 
Selections of Frajlich’s poetry. 

Anna Frajlich, “The Trauma of the 1968 Emigration: Exile or Emigration?”  
 

22. Thurs. Nov. 17:  Religious and National Memory Battles Get Pitched (Poland) 

Primary Sources: 
Documents from the Auschwitz Convent Controversy  

Secondary Sources: 
Antony Polonsky, “Poles, Jews, and the Problems of a Divided Memory.”  

James Young, The Texture of Memory: Holocaust Memorials and Meaning  
Michael Steinlauf, “Memory Reconstructed” and “Memory Regained.”  

 
23. Tues, Nov. 22: Ukrainian Identities, Reckoning with the Past 

Secondary Sources: 
John-Paul Himka, “The Reception of the Holocaust in Post-Communist Ukraine.” 
---. “The Basic Historical Identity Formations in Ukraine: A Typology”  
William Korey, “A Monument over Babi Yar.” 
 
24. Tues.: Nov. 29: The Repressed East European Jewish Past Returns. Guest Lecture 
with Dr. Barbara Mann [**Questions Due**] 
Primary Source: 
Rutu Modan, The Property 

 
25. Thurs., Dec. 1: 1991 to Maidan, and Now. Serhiy Zhadan, Poet of Ukraine at War. 
Guest Lecture with Dr. Ostap Kin, Serhiy Zhadan’s translator 
Primary Sources: 
Selected Poems of Serhiy Zhadan 
 
Secondary Source: 
Marci Shore, “The Bard of Eastern Ukraine, Where Things Are Falling Apart,” The New 

Yorker, 2016. 
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26. Tues., Dec. 6: Student Presentations 
 
27. Thurs., Dec. 8: Student Presentations 
 
28. Tues, Dec. 13: CONCLUSIONS  
 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
As an academic community dedicated to the creation, dissemination, and application of 

knowledge, Rutgers University is committed to fostering an intellectual and ethical 
environment based on the principles of academic integrity. Academic integrity is 

essential to the success of the University’s educational and research missions, and 
violations of academic integrity constitute serious offenses against the entire academic 

community. For the complete academic integrity policy, see: 
https://policies.rutgers.edu/sites/default/files/10.2.13%20-%20current.pdf 

 

Students agree that by taking this course all required papers may be subject to 
submission for textual similarity review to Turnitin.com (directly or via Canvas) for the 

detection of plagiarism. All submitted papers will be included as source documents in 
the Turnitin.com reference database solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of 

such papers. Use of the Turnitin.com service is subject to the Usage Policy posted on the 
Turnitin.com site. Students who do not agree should contact the course instructor 

immediately. 
 

CREATING A SAFE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT 
Rutgers faculty are committed to helping create a safe learning environment for all 
students and for the whole university. If you have experienced any form of gender or 
sex-based discrimination or harassment, including sexual assault, sexual harassment, 
relationship violence, or stalking, know that help and support are available. Rutgers has 
staff members trained to support survivors in navigating campus life, accessing health 
and counseling services, providing academic and housing accommodations, and more. 
The University strongly encourages all students to report any such incidents to the 
University. Please be aware that all Rutgers employees (other than those designated as 

confidential resources such as advocates, counselors, clergy and healthcare providers as 
listed in Appendix A to Policy 10.3.12) are required to report information about such 
discrimination and harassment to the University. This means that if you tell a faculty 
member about a situation of sexual harassment or sexual violence, relationship 
violence, stalking or other related misconduct, the faculty member must share that 
information with the University’s Title IX Coordinator. If you wish to speak to a 
confidential employee who does not have this reporting responsibility, you can find a 
list of resources in Appendix A to University Policy 10.3.12. For more information about 

your options at Rutgers, please visit endsexualviolence.rutgers.edu  
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STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES AT RUTGERS 
 
If you are having personal or other problems, there are many options at Rutgers for 
assistance. 
 
• When you don’t know where to start looking for assistance, contact the Dean of 

Students office. 
• If you need mental health services, please contact Rutgers Counseling and 

Psychological Services (CAPS): http://rhscaps.rutgers.edu/   
• If you need some temporary guidance, there is “Let’s Talk” – which is a CAPS service 

offering drop-in hours at a number of locations across campus. No appointment is 
necessary. http://health.rutgers.edu/medical-counseling-

services/counseling/therapy/community-based-counseling/#runbhc 
• If you are in need of physical health services due to illness, please reach out to 

the Rutgers Health Services: http://health.rutgers.edu/ 

• If you do not have enough food, there is a Food Pantry on College Ave campus that is 
exclusively for Rutgers Students: http://ruoffcampus.rutgers.edu/food/ 

• If you need accommodation for a disability, obtain a Letter of Accommodation from 
the Office of Disability Services that provides student-centered and inclusive 

services: https://ods.rutgers.edu 
• If you are a military veteran or are on active military duty, you can obtain support 

through the Office of Veteran and Military Programs and 
Services: http://veterans.rutgers.edu/ 

• If you are in need of legal services, please visit http://rusls.rutgers.edu/ 
• If you are in need of additional academic assistance, please contact the Rutgers 

University-New Brunswick Learning Center: https://rlc.rutgers.edu/ 
• If you or somebody you know has been victimized by a crime or interpersonal 

violence (e.g., stalking, sexual assault), support is available at the Rutgers Office for 
Violence Prevention and Victim assistance: http://vpva.rutgers.edu 

 
ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS POLICY 
Electronic devices (computers, tablets, phones) are permitted in this class, but I request 

that they be used to the extent that they offer minimal distraction to you and your 
fellow classmates. This means muting all sounds, and keeping screens focused on course 
content, for instance. It is up to you to remain vigilant about using your electronic 
devices to enhance your learning experience and not detract from it.  
 
LATE POLICY 
Without prior discussion regarding an extension with Professor Sinkoff, students must 
submit all assignments on time. Failure to do so will result in a zero for the assignment. 

Because I am aware that certain times of the semester are busier than others, you may 
need an extension. Make sure to discuss this with me in advance of the due date. 
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Students are expected to anticipate this and to take responsibility for their work. I am 
happy to find a mutually-agreeable extension date. However, you must discuss an 
extension request with me at least 48 hours before the assignment is due. In the case 
of emergencies or sudden illness, I will accept a late assignment, but you must 
communicate with me about the delay. 
 

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: Students with disabilities requesting accommodations 
need to follow the procedures outlined at 

http://disabilityservices.rutgers.edu/request.html  
 

EMAIL CONTACT: Every student has been given an official Rutgers email address by the 
university. I will use the email program through the Canvas website to make any 

necessary changes to the syllabus and for announcements. Therefore, if you do not use 
your Rutgers’ email regularly, it is your responsibility to set up your Rutgers account to 

forward to the appropriate address. 


