
Arab-Israeli Conflict 
563:282 (cross-listed with 685:282 and 508:212) 

Fall 2021  
Mondays 3:00-4:20 PM in FH 

Wednesdays 3:00-4:20 PM online 
 
Dr. Michal Raucher (She/Her) 
Assistant Professor, Department of Jewish Studies 
Michal.raucher@rutgers.edu 
Student Hours: Mondays 4:30-5:30 pm (in person) and Wednesdays 4:30-5:30 pm (Zoom) or by 
appointment on Zoom* – see Canvas for a link 
*Zoom is a videoconference system similar to FaceTime. Instructions for joining the Zoom 
meeting are available on our Canvas site.  
 
What is this course about?  
This course is an overview of the hundred-year old Arab-Israeli conflict, the controversies it has 
generated, the attempts to resolve it, and how different people learn about it and experience it. 
We will work to understand key historical moments of the conflict through multiple perspectives 
and interpretations, and we will evaluate attempts for peace. Throughout the course, we will seek 
to analyze conflicting claims of truth, justice, history, and ownership. Students will be able to 
discuss events in the last century that have contributed to the conflict, and that result from the 
conflict, analyze different narratives among Israelis and Palestinians, evaluate attempts for peace, 
and engage in sophisticated, critical debates about the conflict both in and outside the classroom.  
 

 
What are the things I hope you will know and be able to do by the end of this semester?  

1. [Core HST 1]: Explain the development of some aspect of a society or culture over time.  
• Students will get an overview of some of the key historical moments and terms that 

define the current Arab-Israeli conflict.  
• Students will read primary sources in their historical context. 

2. [Core CCD1]: Analyze the degree to which forms of human differences and 
stratifications among social groups shape individual and group experiences of and 
perspectives on contemporary issues.  
• Students will think critically and in a complex way about Arab-Israeli conflict 
• Students will compare Israeli and Palestinian accounts of the conflict 
• Students will analyze the role of narrative in the conflict and how narratives conflict, 

leave gaps, and define identities.  
• Students will use a gender studies analysis to investigate the ways women experience 

the conflict.   
 
  



Do I need any books or other materials for this class?  
• Yes! You will need to rent/buy one book: Waxman, Dov. The Israeli Palestinian 

Conflict: What Everyone Needs to Know (Oxford University Press, 2019). ISBN-13: 978-
0190625337 ISBN-10: 0190625333  

• There will also be readings uploaded to Canvas by Professor Raucher.  
• Occasionally you’ll have to look at websites that Prof. Raucher will post as well.  
• Professor Raucher will also share films and podcasts with you via Canvas.  

 
How does this class work? What will I be doing each week? 
We will meet twice each week. On Mondays we’ll meet together in person. These days will 
usually involve lecture, discussion, and looking at sources (text, image, or video) together. On 
Wednesdays we’ll meet over zoom at the same time as the Monday class. There will be some 
short lectures, combined with group work in breakout rooms. We might also look at images, 
texts, or videos together. Classes on Wednesday will be recorded, and the lecture portion will be 
available for those who miss class, but attendance is still expected and required.  
 
How will I interact with the professor and my classmates? 
You will see me in person on Monday, and on zoom on Wednesdays. You can chat with me after 
class, visit office hours, or make an appointment to meet with me at another time over zoom.  
  
How will I be graded?   

• Journals. During the semester you must submit five journal entries, wherein you 
respond to course material in a more personal and informal way. Journal entries are due 
on Sunday at 11:59pm as a space to reflect on the previous week’s material. You cannot 
save all of your journal entries for the last week of the semester. You are welcome to 
submit more than five, but only five will be graded.  

• Discussion notes. During the semester you will sign up for three slots wherein you are 
responsible for leading the discussion or asking questions that day. Discussion notes must 
be submitted to Prof. Raucher before class, and you must speak up during class.  

• Class participation. You will be assessed based on your productive contribution to both 
in-class discussions and discussions on the online discussion board. During the semester 
there will be five online discussion boards. You must participate in three of them.  

• In class quizzes about lecture or readings. There will be ten quizzes during the 
semester. Your lowest three will be dropped.  

• Take-at-home midterm exam on November 3rd.  
• Final Project: Contemporary Debates  

  



 
 
Due dates Assignment % of final grade 
Ongoing Class participation (in class discussion and 

participation on discussion board) 
20% 

Ongoing In-class Quizzes  15% 
Three times during the semester  Discussion notes 15% 
Sundays at 11:59pm  Journals (must complete 5) 10% 
November 3rd Midterm Exam  20% 
Exam Week Contemporary Debate (in class component 

and short essay)  
20% 

Total  100% 
 
What happens if I don’t complete my work on time?   
Please do your very best to complete your work on time. We are moving at a fast pace 
throughout the semester, and if you fall behind on weekly readings and assignments, it might be 
very hard to catch up. With that being said, I understand that sometimes life happens and 
prevents you from completing an assignment on time. If you are someone who has mostly been 
keeping up with the coursework, but extenuating circumstances periodically cause a delay in 
your ability to complete a set of assignments, please be in touch with me as soon as possible so 
we can come up with a plan for you to complete the work. Out of fairness to the other students, I 
will have to deduct points from assignments that are submitted late without notifying me. In the 
event that you do turn your work in late, please be aware that there could be a delay in the 
feedback you receive. I aim to grade assignments and provide feedback as promptly as possible 
for all student work that is completed on time, but when you turn things in late that quick 
feedback isn’t always possible. Those who do not communicate with me will receive a 0 on their 
assignment.  
 
How can I get in touch with the professor, and when can I expect a response? 
I am happy to communicate with you via email and will do my best to respond within 24 hours 
during the week. Messages sent over the weekend will be read on Mondays, and messages sent at 
night will be read the next day. It’s also a great idea to take advantage of student hours.  
 
A note about academic integrity 
All students are expected to know, understand, and abide by the Academic Integrity 
Policy.  These short and engaging videos will help explain the policy, the difference between the 
types of violations, and possible sanctions for students found responsible for violating the 
policy.  In addition, students will be introduced to the Honor Pledge which asks students to 
verify that they have not received or provided unauthorized assistance on an assignment or 
examination. 

·         Violation Types 
·         Violation Levels and Outcomes 

Honor pledge:  All students will need to sign the Rutgers Honor Pledge on every major exam, 
assignment, or other assessment as follows: On my honor, I have neither received nor given 
any unauthorized assistance on this examination (assignment, paper, quiz, etc.). 



Creating a Safe Learning Environment 
Rutgers faculty are committed to helping create a safe learning environment for all students and 
for the university as a whole. If you have experienced any form of gender or sex-based 
discrimination or harassment, including sexual assault, sexual harassment, relationship violence, 
or stalking, know that help and support are available. Rutgers has staff members trained to 
support survivors in navigating campus life, accessing health and counseling services, providing 
academic and housing accommodations, and more. The University strongly encourages all 
students to report any such incidents to the University. Please be aware that all Rutgers 
employees (other than those designated as confidential resources such as advocates, counselors, 
clergy and healthcare providers as listed in Appendix A to Policy 10.3.12) are required to report 
information about such discrimination and harassment to the University. This means that if you 
tell a faculty member about a situation of sexual harassment or sexual violence, relationship 
violence, stalking or other related misconduct, the faculty member must share that information 
with the University’s Title IX Coordinator. If you wish to speak to a confidential employee who 
does not have this reporting responsibility, you can find a list of resources in Appendix A to 
University Policy 10.3.12. For more information about your options at Rutgers, please visit 
endsexualviolence.rutgers.edu 
 
What if I need some support as a student?  
If you are having personal or other problems, there are many options at Rutgers for assistance. 

• When you don’t know where to start looking for assistance, contact the Dean of 
Students office. 

• If you are in need of mental health services, please contact Rutgers Counseling and 
Psychological Services (CAPS): http://rhscaps.rutgers.edu/   

• If you need some temporary guidance, there is “Lets Talk” – which is a CAPS service 
offering drop-in hours at a number of locations across campus. No appointment is 
necessary.   http://health.rutgers.edu/medical-counseling-
services/counseling/therapy/community-based-counseling/#runbhc 

• If you are in need of physical health services due to illness, please reach out to the Rutgers 
Health Services: http://health.rutgers.edu/ 

• If you do not have enough food, there is a Food Pantry on College Ave campus that is 
exclusively for Rutgers Students: http://ruoffcampus.rutgers.edu/food/ 

• If you need accommodation for a disability, obtain a Letter of Accommodation from the 
Office of Disability Services that provides student-centered and inclusive 
services: https://ods.rutgers.edu 

• If you are a military veteran or are on active military duty, you can obtain support through 
the Office of Veteran and Military Programs and Services: http://veterans.rutgers.edu/ 

• If you are in need of legal services, please visit http://rusls.rutgers.edu/ 
• If you are in need of additional academic assistance, please contact the Rutgers University-

New Brunswick Learning Center: https://rlc.rutgers.edu/ 
• If you or somebody you know has been victimized by a crime or interpersonal 

violence (e.g., stalking, sexual assault), support is available at the Rutgers Office for 
Violence Prevention and Victim assistance: http://vpva.rutgers.edu 

  



Course Calendar (subject to change) 
 
Wednesday, 9/1: Introductions to each other and to the course syllabus. SIGN INTO 
ZOOM FOR A LIVE CLASS! 
 
Monday, 9/6: No Class 
Discussion #1 opens today. Contributions due Monday 9/13 at 11:59 pm 
 
Wednesday, 9/8: No Class 
 
By Friday, 9/10 you must:  

1. Watch the introductory video from 9/1 if you were not present 
2. Watch the video that provides an overview of the syllabus 
3. Take the syllabus quiz 

 
Monday, 9/13:  What is a narrative approach to the studying the conflict? 

1. “Two Views from Israel and Palestine,” MPR News with Kerri Miller, July 17, 2019. 
Interview with Yossi Klein Halevi and Yousef Bashir.  

2. Dowty, Alan. “Competing Narratives and Social Justice” in Social Justice in 
Israel/Palestine. Ed. Mira Sucharov and Aaron Hahn Tapper 2019 (6-13) 

3. Shoman, Samia, “Beyond Two Sides” in Social Justice in Israel/Palestine. Ed. Mira 
Sucharov and Aaron Hahn Tapper 2019 (22-30) 
 

Wednesday, 9/15:  When did the conflict start?  
1. Watch, “1913: Seeds of Conflict” (PBS Documentary, 77 minutes)  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G3e6CN9uMIU 
2. Side by Side prototype with three columns, volume 1, chapter 1 

a. Take notes in the middle column 
 
Monday, 9/20:  Zionism  

1. Waxman, Dov. The Israeli Palestinian Conflict (30-45) 
2. Theodore Herzl, 1896 “The Jewish State,” Selections 
3. Uri Dorchin, “The History, Politics, and Social Construction of ‘Blackness’ in Israel. 

Currents: Beliefs on Contemporary Israel (2020). 
 
Wednesday, 9/22:  No Class 
 
By Friday 9/24:  

1. Watch recorded lecture(s) about the inter-war period and Palestinian nationalism 
2. Take quiz about lectures 

 
Monday, 9/27:  Palestinian Nationalism  

1. Waxman, Dov. The Israeli Palestinian Conflict (45-57) 
2. Khalil as-Sakakini, 1914 “My View of Zionism” 
3. Tel Aviv Review of Books Podcast, “My People, Our History,” June 8, 2020. 

https://tlv1.fm/the-tel-aviv-review/2020/06/08/my-people-our-history/  



 
Discussion #2 opens today. Contributions due Monday 10/4 at 11:59 pm 
 
Wednesday, 9/29: No Class 
By Friday 10/1:  

1. Watch recorded lecture(s) about the war of 1948 and UN Resolution 194 
2. Take quiz about lectures 

 
Monday, 10/4: Zionist narratives of 1948 (War of Independence) 

1. Side by Side prototype with three columns, volume 1, chapter 2 
a. Take notes in the middle column 

2. Israeli Declaration of Independence 
3. Israeli National Anthem 

 
Wednesday, 10/6: Gender and Zionist narratives of 1948 

1. Stoler-Liss, Sachlav. 2003. “‘Mothers Birth the Nation’: The Social Construction of 
Zionist Motherhood in Wartime in Israeli Parents’ Manuals.” Nashim: 104-118 

2. Watch “A Tale of Love and Darkness.” (2016). 
 
Monday, 10/11 Palestinian narratives of 1948 (Al Nakba) 

1. Side by Side prototype with three columns, volume 1, chapter 2  
a. Take notes in the middle column 

2. Hussein Ibish, “A ‘Catastrophe’ that Defines Palestinian Identity,” The Atlantic, May 14, 
2018. https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/05/the-meaning-of-nakba-
israel-palestine-1948-gaza/560294/ 

 
Wednesday, 10/13: Gender and Palestinian narratives of 1948 

1. Review the iNakba website: https://zochrot.org/en/keyword/45323  
2. Fatma Kassem, “Counter-Memory: Palestinian Women Naming Historical Events,” pp. 

93-108. In Displaced at Home: Ethnicity and Gender Among Palestinians in Israel, 
edited by Rhoda Ann Kanaaneh and Isis Nusair.  

 
Discussion #3 opens today. Contributions due Monday 10/25 at 11:59 pm 
 
Monday, 10/18: 1948-1967, Contemporary Debates: Refugees and Displacement 
The first half of class will be a short lecture.  
The second half of class will be our first Contemporary Debate 
Contemporary Debate:  
The class will be divided into three groups, each reading one of the following articles:  

1. El-Rifai, Roula, “Navigating the Palestinian Refugee Issue: An Insider’s Guide” in Social 
Justice in Israel/Palestine. Ed. Mira Sucharov and Aaron Hahn Tapper 2019 (139-150) 

2. Zamkanei, Shayna. “Are Jews Displaced from Arab Countries ‘Refugees’?” in Social 
Justice in Israel/Palestine. Ed. Mira Sucharov and Aaron Hahn Tapper 2019 (151-160) 

3. Aburabia, Safa, “The Bedouin Struggle over Land in Palestine/Israel: Men of the Nakba 
Generation Narrate their Attachment to Land. in Social Justice in Israel/Palestine. Ed. 
Mira Sucharov and Aaron Hahn Tapper 2019 (161-171). 



You should bring to class printed notes about the article that you are assigned. Your notes 
should include (but not only include) answers to the following questions:  

1. Who are the refugees at the center of this article?  
2. What is one thing the author of your article wants people who are debating this issue to 

know (that they probably don’t know already)?  
3. Restate, in your own words, the most compelling argument that the author makes.  

In class, the groups will each present the arguments from their articles.  
At the end, you will reflect on the other presentations. Which argument was most convincing? 
Why? Does one argument’s success preclude another’s? Who taught you something new? Which 
argument posed a challenge to the one you presented? What was the challenge?  
 
Wednesday, 10/20: 1967 War  

1. UN Security Council Resolution 242 
2. Waxman, Dov. The Israeli Palestinian Conflict (77-91) 

 
Monday, 10/25: Israeli narratives of 1967 (6 Day war) 

1. Side by side prototype vol 2, pages 68-92 
2. Yossi Klein Halevi, Letters to My Palestinian Neighbor. Letter 5: 6 days and 50 years 

(91-116) 
3. Micah Goodman, Catch 67 (selections) 

 
Wednesday, 10/27: Palestinian narratives of 1967 (Al Naksa) 

1. Side by side prototype vol 2, pages 68-92 
2. Palestinians Podcast, #23 “Not on the Map” 

https://www.palestinianspodcast.com/episodes-1/2017/12/20/23-nadia-not-on-the-map-
6dhwc-hx2dr 

 
Monday, 11/1: Catch up and Review 
 
Wednesday, 11/3: Take home Exam 
The exam will be administered on canvas during the time that our class usually meets. I will be 
available for questions in my zoom office hours.  
 
Monday, 11/8: Israeli Settlement in the West Bank, East Jerusalem, and Gaza 

1. Waxman, Dov. The Israeli Palestinian Conflict (155-177) 
2. Watch “The Settlers” (2017)  
3. Rubin, Elizabeth. 2011 “Girls at War: How a Group of Teenage Believers could Reshape 

the Israeli-Palestinian Struggle” Tablet Magazine. 
 
Discussion #4 opens today. Contributions due Monday 11/15 at 11:59 pm 
 
Wednesday, 11/10: Palestinians Living under Occupation 

1. Hassan, “Growing up Female and Palestinian in Israel” In Israeli Women’s Studies: A 
Reader. 



2. Watch “Five Broken Cameras” (2011) 
https://tubitv.com/movies/321995/5_broken_cameras?utm_source=google-
feed&tracking=google-feed  

3. Watch “My Neighborhood,” directed by Julia Bacha and Rebekah Wingert-Jabi 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/video/2013/mar/17/my-neighbourhood-palestinian-

israeli-video 
 
Monday, 11/15: Palestinian Nationalism Part II 

1. Palestinian National Council, The National Charter 1964, 1968 
2. Palestine National Council, Declaration of Independence, November 15, 1988.  
3. Hamas Charter, August 1988 
4. https://www.ecfr.eu/mapping_palestinian_politics/introduction  

 
Wednesday, 11/17:  Intifadas from a Palestinian perspective and an Israeli perspective 

1. Watch: https://justvision.org/nailaandtheuprising  OR Watch Paradise Now 
2. Juliana Ochs, Security and Suspicion: An Ethnography of Everyday Life in Israel. 

University of Pennsylvania Press, 2011. (Chapter 3, pages 64-78; Chapter 7, pages 138-
160) 

 
Monday, 11/22: Peace accords 

1. Waxman, Dov. The Israeli Palestinian Conflict (105-133) 
 
Wednesday, 11/24: No class 
 
Monday, 11/29:  Peace movements 

2. Simona Sharoni, 1995. Gender and the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict (Chapter 8, 131-149). 
3. Can We Talk? Podcast “Episode 16: Women Wage Peace.”  

https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/episode-16-women-wage 
peace/id1078665131?i=1000393756231&mt=2    

4. Baconi, “What the Gaza Protests Portend” in NY Books 
https://www.nybooks.com/daily/2018/05/15/what-the-gaza-protests-portend/ 

 
Discussion #5 opens today. Contributions due Monday 12/6 at 11:59 pm 
 
Wednesday, 12/1: Introduce the Contemporary Debate Final 
 
Monday, 12/6: Groups meet to summarize, clearly state your positions 
 
Wednesday 12/8: Groups meet to discuss opposing positions, strategize debate 
 
Monday 12/13: Debate in class! 
Turn in short essay using the essays assigned and material from second half of the semester. 
Your essay should summarize the position you were assigned, confronting claims of the other 
side, and bring in at least 2 sources from the second half of the semester to support your claims.  
 
 


