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This course is taught online. There are no required synchronous sessions.  
See “Staying in touch” below for details. 

 
 

Focus: Yiddish and the Holocaust 
Some of the most compelling works of Holocaust literature are in Yiddish, the first language of 
the majority of Jews living in Europe before World War II. In this course we will examine the 
engagement of Yiddish speakers with the Holocaust in memoirs, fiction, poetry, song, and film, 
created on the eve of the war through the turn of the twenty-first century. As we examine the 
role of Yiddish in relation to the Holocaust, we will discover the radical transformation of the 
language as a result of the mass murder of its speakers in Europe. We explore how Yiddish has 
been used to respond to the genocide, both to remember those who were killed, and to recall 
their prewar way of life, and we will consider the significance of translating these works into 
English. All course materials are in English. This course has no prerequisites. This course counts 
toward fulfilling the Holocaust Studies minor. 
 
Course Learning Goals  

• Students will gain an overview of the range and dynamics of works in Yiddish related to 
the Holocaust.  

• Students will understand how works of Holocaust remembrance reflect the perspectives 
of their creators and audiences and how these works are informed by the context 
(culture, place, time, etc.), medium, and genre in which they are created.  

• Students will understand the implications of the choice to write or perform in Yiddish, as 
the language acquired symbolic value in the wake of the Holocaust as emblematic of its 
victims and the destruction of their prewar culture. 
 

Course requirements 
• Weekly online written discussions of assigned readings or media. 
• Weekly short, written responses to questions on assigned readings or media. 
• “Take-home” essay midterm and final exams.  
• Instructions for each assignment will be posted on the course Sakai site; assignments 

are to be submitted on the course Sakai site.  
 

mailto:shandler@rutgers.edu


Technology requirements 
Students will need internet access and a computer or other device on which they can watch and 
listen to video and audio presentations, access readings, and complete writing assignments. All 
course materials, including weekly instructions for reading, viewing, listening and writing, will 
be on the course sakai site (see below). Please visit the Rutgers Student Tech Guide page for 
resources available to all students.  
 
For additional information on technology support, academic integrity, academic support, and 
student wellness services, please see the Syllabus Addenda, a separate document attached to 
this syllabus.  
 
Staying in touch 
I will schedule an individual online meeting with each student at the start of the term to get 
acquainted. I also hope to schedule a few sessions—which will be recommended,  but not 
required—when we can meet as a group. During the semester, I am happy to meet with 
students online to discuss any questions, problems, etc., at a mutually convenient time. Please 
email me to arrange a meeting.  
 
Attendance 
Students are expected to attend all classes; if you expect to miss one or two classes, please use 
the University absence reporting website https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/ to indicate the date 
and reason for your absence.  An email is automatically sent to me. 
Students who are unable to complete course work on time due to illness, family emergency, or 
other situation, should notify me by email as soon as possible. 
 
Grade 

• Weekly discussions: 10% 
• Weekly writing assignments: 50% 
• Midterm (essay take-home exam): 20% 
• Final (essay take-home exam): 20% 

 
Book to purchase 

• Yankev Glatshteyn, Emil and Karl (Square Fish, 2008) ISBN: 978-0312373870 
Please order this book as soon as possible, so you can read it for week 4 of the course. 

 
All other course readings are posted on the course sakai site. 
https://sakai.rutgers.edu/portal/site/c1016426-9182-4799-9551-474f7af3507b  
 
Course schedule 
This course is organized in weekly units. Each unit includes an introductory video lecture; one or 
more reading, listening, or screening assignments; a written discussion question; and a writing 
assignment. At the beginning of each week, students will be sent via email a schedule of the 
unit’s assigned readings and written work. Note: The course schedule is subject to change. 
Please check your Rutgers email regularly for announcements, including changes in schedule. 

https://it.rutgers.edu/technology-guide/students/
https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/
https://sakai.rutgers.edu/portal/site/c1016426-9182-4799-9551-474f7af3507b


 
1. Introduction 

• Benjamin Harshav, The Meaning of Yiddish, Ch. 1 
• Recommended:  Benjamin Harshav, The Meaning of Yiddish, Ch. 2 
• Recommended: John Efron, et al., The Jews: A History, 406-438 [overview of the 

history of the Holocaust] 
 

2. Youth autobiographies 
• Jeffrey Shandler, Awakening Lives: Autobiographies of Jewish Youth in Poland before 

the Holocaust: Autobiographies of “G.W.” and “Esther” 
 

3. Wartime diaries 
• Alexandra Zapruder, Salvaged Pages: Young Writers' Diaries of the Holocaust: Diary 

of Yitskhok Rudashevski 
• Chava Rosenfarb, “Bergen-Belsen Diary, 1945” 
 

4. Young adult fiction 
• Yankev Glatshteyn, Emil and Karl 

 
5. Ghetto archives 

• Emmanuel Ringelblum, Notes for the Warsaw Ghetto: selection 
• Samuel Kassow, Who Will Write Our History?: Emanuel Ringelblum, the Warsaw 

Ghetto, and the Oyneg Shabes Archive, Ch. 6. 
 

6. Memorial books 
• Jack Kugelmass and Jonathan Boyarin, From a Ruined Garden: The Memorial Books 

of Polish Jewry: Introduction and selections 
 

7. Midterm 
 

8. Wartime folksong and folklore collecting 
• Ruth Rubin, Voices of a People: The Story of Yiddish Folksong, Ch. 16: “The Struggle 

to Survive” 
• Audio recording: Ruth Rubin, “Yiddish Songs of the Holocaust: A Lecture/Recital”  

 
9. Early postwar film 

• Film: Undzere kinder [Our Children] 
• J. Hoberman, Bridge of Light: Yiddish Film Between Two Worlds, Ch. 24 

 
10. Poetry 

• Yankev Glatshteyn, selected poems  
• Avram Sutzkever, selected poems 
• Film: Too Early to be Quiet, Too Late to Sing 



 
11. Fiction 

• Isaac Bashevis Singer, “The Cafeteria,” “The Last Demon,” Nobel Prize speech 
 

12. Fiction, cont’d 
• Rohkl Korn, “The End of the Road” 
• Yenta Mash, “The Bridegroom Tree” 
• Blume Lempel, “Even the Heavens Tell Lies” 

 
13. The Shoah Visual History Archive and Yiddish 

• Video: “‘And now I have to read in Jewish something’: Yiddish Performances by 
Holocaust Survivors” 

 
14. Bilingual (Yiddish/English) writing 

• Irena Klepfisz, selected poems 
• Kadya Molodovsky, A Jewish Refugee in New York, selection 
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