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ANCIENT EGYPT 
 

Jewish Studies  01:563:266:MA 
AMESALL  01:013:302:MA 

 
Fall 2020  |  1.5-credit mini-course 

October 21 – December 10 
 

* * *  DUE TO THE COVID-19 SITUATION,  * * *   
THIS COURSE WILL USE A MIX OF  

ASYNCHRONOUS RECORDED VIDEO LECTURES  
AND SYNCHRONOUS WEBEX MEETINGS. 

 
Mon / Wed 4:30–5:50  |  Miller Hall, room 115 

 
Professor Gary A. Rendsburg 

Office:  12 College Avenue, room 203 
Office Hours:  to be determined 

Phone:  848-932-1628  /  Email:  grends@rutgers.edu 
 
Course Description: 
 
Introduction into ancient Egypt. Topics include an historical overview, 
religion, art, archaeology, interconnections between ancient Egypt and ancient 
Israel, and Hieroglyphic Egyptian language and literature. 

 
Textbook: 
 
David Silverman, ed., Ancient Egypt (Oxford University Press, 2003) 

 paperback 

 list price:  $24.99   
 www.bn.com price:  $22.94 

 ISBN-13:  9780195219524  
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Additional Readings: 
 
Additional readings will be posted at the Canvas website; see the Topics list 
below for specific items. 
 
Topics: 
 
Week 1:  Egypt: A Trip Up the Nile 

 Introduction to the major sites, via PowerPoint 
 

Week 2:   The Rediscovery of Ancient Egypt 

 Archaeological expeditions 

 Decipherment of Hieroglyphic Egyptian 
Textbook: Silverman, ch. 15 
Additional Reading:   Gordon, Forgotten Scripts, ch. 2 (Canvas) 

 
Week 3: Historical Overview 

 Old Kingdom 

 Middle Kingdom 

 New Kingdom 

 Late Period 
Textbook: Silverman, chs. 1-2 
Additional Reading:  Murnane, “History of Ancient Egypt” (Canvas) 

 
Week 4:   Religion of ancient Egypt 

 Tombs 

 Temples 
  Textbook: Silverman, chs. 8-11 

 
Week 5:   Art and architecture of ancient Egypt 

 Wall paintings 

 Sculptures 

 Architecture 
Textbook:  Silverman, chs. 12-14 
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Week 6:   Interconnections between ancient Egypt and ancient Israel 

 Egyptian presence in the land of Canaan 

 Biblical stories related to Egypt (e.g., the Exodus narrative)  
  Textbook:  Silverman, ch. 3 
  Additional Reading:  Rendsburg, “Moses as Equal to Pharaoh”  
  Additional Reading:  Rendsburg, “Moses the Magician” 
 
Week 7: Hieroglyphic Egyptian  

 Basic reading  

 Grammatical sketch 

 Egyptian literature (selections in translation)  
Textbook:  Silverman, ch. 15 

 
NOTE:  The above week-by-week schedule is very fluid, as certain topics may 
be introduced before others, some may receive greater emphasis, etc. 
 
Field Trip: 
 
The course typically includes a field trip to the Egyptian galleries at the  
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, where the world of ancient Egypt 
truly comes alive.   
 
Given the current COVID-19 situation, we cannot be sure whether or not such a 
field trip will be possible.  Though I do note that at the Met plans to re-open on 
August 29. 
 
Should we be able to visit the Met, the field trip will be scheduled at a time 
mutually agreeable to everyone, most likely on a Sunday, though perhaps on a 
weekday. 
 
Whether we visit in person or not, you should familiarize yourself with the 
website and the highlighted objects: 
 
https://www.metmuseum.org/about-the-met/curatorial-departments/egyptian-art  
 



 4

Grading, Written Work, etc. 
 
1.  Two quizzes, worth 10% each (20%)  
 One in Week 2, the other in Week 4,  

based on the readings and classroom presentations. 
  
2.  6-page reflection paper (30%). 
 Due in Week 6, based on the readings and the museum visit. 
  
3.  Class participation, attendance, progress, etc. (15%). 

Students are expected to be present, on time, fully prepared, actively 
engaged with the course material, and thoughtfully participating in      
class discussions and activities. 

 
4.  Final Exam (35%) 
 During final exam week. 
 
Attendance: 
 
A major portion of the educational experience in this course takes place in the 
classroom.   
 
If you expect to miss a class session, kindly use the University self-reporting 
system for absences:  https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/  An email is automatically 
sent to me to apprise me of your absence. 
 
Or you may wish to inform me ahead of time if you know that you will miss 
class, especially if there will some (good) reason for missing two or more classes 
in a row.  Overall responsibility for the course material, however, remains yours 
at all times. 
 
If you do miss class, please make sure to get the notes from someone.  If there is 
something in the notes that you do not understand, feel free to come see me 
during office hours for further clarification.   
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Finally, please make every effort to arrive in time for the start of class.  Late 
arrival is disruptive to the class discussion and in general disrespectful to me and 
your classmates.   
 
Academic Integrity: 
 
Please note the University’s academic integrity policy:  
http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/academic-integrity-at-rutgers 
 
I personally endorse the policy and enforce its guidelines.  In short, no cheating 
of any sort will be tolerated in my course; and such actions are grounds for 
probation and potential dismissal from the University. 
 
Disability Policy: 
 

 Students with disabilities requesting accommodations must follow the 
procedures outlined at https://ods.rutgers.edu/students/registration-form.  

 Full disability policies and procedures are at https://ods.rutgers.edu/ 
 
 


