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Description of Course and Course Learning Goals 
 
The Holocaust has become a central reference point in our political, moral, and cultural life. 
Reflections on the Nazi genocide of six million European Jews have inspired fierce debates about 
a wide range of topics: how to compare different kinds of atrocities, what to call them, and how to 
commemorate them; how to represent unspeakable trauma in courtrooms, in art and literature, in 
public conversation; how to understand the motives of perpetrators; and how to seek justice for 
great crimes. The number of historical studies (both popular and highly specialized), documentary 
films, television programs, and movies about the Holocaust continues to increase every year, a 
sign that thinking about the Holocaust remains as urgent for many Americans today as it did 
several decades ago. Indeed, some form of Holocaust education in high schools is now mandatory 
in many states in this country, including here in New Jersey. 
 
This course is a history of the Holocaust. Our task this semester is three-fold. We will study in 
detail the places, events, and turning points that comprise the Holocaust as a historical concept, as 
well as the political, social, and ideological forces that lay behind them. We will also examine the 
Holocaust from many different perspectives in order to grasp the ways that individuals shaped, 
responded to, and interacted with those larger forces and events. Finally, we want to reflect on the 
ways that the Holocaust has been defined and remembered. With this foundation, I hope that we 
can begin to ask informed questions about the ways that consciousness of the Holocaust affects 
how we think about persecution and genocide in our own time.  
 
This course meets SAS Core goal HST. It will help you to: 

• Employ historical reasoning to study human endeavors, using appropriate assumptions, 
methods, evidence, and arguments. 

 
Format of the Course 
This course will be taught asynchronously, which means that there will no scheduled common 
sessions. You will have access to each week’s slate of lessons on Monday of that week; your 
response to a discussion prompt about that week’s readings and lessons is due by Friday at 5pm 
of that week. You are free to work through the week’s materials according to your own schedule, 
so long as you complete all of the week’s work by Friday at 5pm. Almost every week, there will 
be two distinct lessons—you can think of them as lectures, since they will all be tightly focused 
around a particular topic of set of questions. Each lesson will include several short, recorded 
lectures of mine on specific topics or materials, such as a photo or a document. Some lessons will 
also include links to other media (such as film footage), which you will be required to watch for 
that week.  



 
Both I and my TA will hold virtual office hours at set times. If it is not possible for you to talk 
with us at these times, please contact us and we will work to find alternatives. 
 
Grading and Course Requirements: 

2 Exams (20% each) 
One Essay (30%) 
Weekly Discussion Posts (30%) 

 
Discussion Posts 
Each week you will be asked to write a short (200-300 word) response to a prompt about the 
week’s readings. How you respond is up to you, so long as you engage thoughtfully in your 
response with the week’s reading and with the materials from the week’s lessons. Some examples 
of appropriate responses include: focusing on one particular issue or moment in the week’s 
readings in order to highlight its significance to your own understanding of some aspect of the 
Holocaust; drawing connections between that week’s readings and others on the syllabus in order 
to discern a pattern that you find important for your understanding; posing questions that you 
believe deserve more consideration.  
 
The prompt will be made available to you at the beginning of the week. You will be expected to 
submit your response by Friday at 5pm of the same week. We will read your posts and then, early 
the following week, I will respond to some of your reflections with a response of my own, which 
I will send to all of you.  
 
Your response to the prompts should show that you have read, understood, and reflected on the 
major themes and issues in the week’s readings and lessons. Responses will be graded according 
to these criteria. 
 
I hope that you will take my own response to your posts as an invitation for further discussion—
whether it be in conversation in office hours or as an additional point of reference in your later 
discussion posts.  
 
Exams 
The exams will be take-home. I will make the exams available to everyone at a pre-announced 
time, and you will have until a set due date to submit your responses. The exams will be open 
book/open note and will not be proctored. You can take as much of the allotted time to respond as 
you like. 
 
Essay 
For the essay, you will write a critical review of an interview of a single survivor available in the 
Visual History Archive of the USC Shoah Foundation Institute. I will give you more information 
about the paper and about the Visual History Archive later in the semester. The final paper will be 
due at 5pm on Thursday, December 10.  Papers submitted after that time will be considered late. 
One letter grade per calendar day will be deducted from your essay grade if it is turned in late. 
Exceptions will only be considered in the case of a documentable emergency.   
 
Office Hours 
Because this course is online, it is even more important that we communicate with each other 
throughout the semester. I strongly encourage all of you to take advantage of office hours to 
discuss the readings and lesson materials and to follow up on topics of particular interest to you 



individually. Don’t just reach out if you have a question about a grade! —but of course that is an 
excellent reason to reach out as well.  
 
Both I and my TA will be holding office hours on >DAY/TIME TBD< via Zoom. We will send 
an open invitation to everyone, and will talk with anyone who joins on a first come/first served 
basis. We’ll use the Zoom waiting room to keep track of who is next in line.  
 
And of course, feel free to make an appointment to speak with me or with my TA at another time, 
if you cannot join us during these office hours. 
 
Readings 
The readings for this semester will come from a number of different sources. Please look 
carefully at the readings for each week to see where and how you will access them.  
 
Many of our readings this semester will come from four required books. They are: 

• Doris Bergen, War and Genocide. A Concise History of the Holocaust (Rowman and 
Littlefield, 3rd edition, 2016 – ISBN: 9780742557154) 

• Christopher Browning, Ordinary Men: Reserve Police Batallion 101 and the Holocaust 
in Poland (Harper Perennial Reprint, 1993 – ISBN: 9780060995065) 

• Chil Rajchman, The Last Jew of Treblinka. A Memoir (Pegasus Books, 2012 – ISBN: 
9781605981390) 

• Robert G. Moeller, ed., The Nazi State and German Society. A Brief History with 
Documents (Bedford/St. Martins: Boston-New York, 2010 – ISBN: 9780312454685) 
 

I have given the information for these books to the Rutgers Barnes and Noble. You can also buy 
these books through other online book sellers, such as Amazon. 
 
Some other readings are available on the Canvas course site as scanned pdfs. These will be 
indicated on the syllabus and in the course modules for that week. 
 
A third group of readings come from the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum online 
resource “Experiencing History: Holocaust Sources in Context.” Because this resource is the 
property of the USHMM, it may not be possible yet to integrate these materials seamlessly into 
the Canvas course site. If I cannot embed them in our Canvas site, I will provide instructions to 
you for accessing these materials. 
 
  
WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 
 
Week 1 (Week of Sept. 1-4): Some Ideological Preconditions for the Holocaust 
 
Lesson 1: Introduction to the Class 
 
Lesson 2: A Few Things about Antisemitism 
 
Reading for the Week:  

• John Weiss, “Anti-Semitism Through the Ages” (Canvas) 
 
Discussion Post due by Friday at 5pm. 



 
Week 2 (Week of Sept. 7-11): Some More Ideological Preconditions  
 
Lesson 1:  What was the “Jewish Question”? 
 
Lesson 2:  A (Very) Short Introduction to the USC Shoah Foundation Visual History 

Archive 
 
Reading for the Week:  

• Doris Bergen, War and Genocide, 13-45 
 
Discussion Post due by Friday at 5pm. 
 
Week 3 (Week of Sept. 14-18): Nazism and Nazi Germany 
 
Lesson 1:  The Nazi Party and the End of Weimar Democracy 
 
Lesson 2:  Building the Nazi State 
 
Reading for the Week:  

• Bergen, War and Genocide, 45-69 
• Adolf Hitler, “Adolf Hitler’s Manifesto, September 10, 1930” (in Moeller, Nazi State and 

German Society, 42-45) 
• Melita Maschmann, “A German Teenager’s Response to the Nazi Takeover in January 

1933” (in Moeller, Nazi State and German Society, 47-49) 
William L. Shirer, “Description of the Nazi Party Rally in Nuremberg, September 4-
5, 1934” (in Moeller, Nazi State and German Society,  59-61) 

 
Discussion Post due by Friday at 5pm. 
 
Week 4 (Week of Sept. 21-25): Jewish Life in Nazi Germany 
 
Lesson 1:  Jews in Nazi Germany 
 
Lesson 2:  Kristallnacht, or the November 1938 Pogrom 
 
Readings for the Week: 

• Bergen, War and Genocide, 69-80 and 101-114 
• Marta Appel, “Jewish Life After the Nazi Seizure of Power in 1933” (in Moeller, Nazi 

State and German Society, 100-103) 
• Inge Deutschkron, “Growing Up Jewish in 1930s Germany” (in Moeller, Nazi State and 

German Society, 103-105) 
• David H. Buffum, “Report on Kristallnacht, November 1938” (in Moeller, Nazi State and 

German Society, 105-109) 
 
Discussion Post due by Friday at 5pm. 
 
Week 5 (Week of Sept. 28-Oct. 2): The Turn to War 
 



Lesson 1:  Occupying Poland  
 
Lesson 2:  Murdering the Disabled 
 
Readings for the Week: 

• Bergen, War and Genocide, 129-145; 159-165 
• Reich Commissioner for the Strengthening of the National Character of the German 

People, “On the Re-Germanization of Lost German Blood,” (in Moeller, Nazi State and 
German Society, 112-113) 

• Melita Maschmann, “A German Colonizer of Poland in 1939 or 1940” (in Moeller, Nazi 
State and German Society, 114-115) 

• SS Security Service, “Report Assessing Public Response to the Film, I Accuse” (in 
Moeller, Nazi State and German Society, 90-93) 

 
Discussion Post due by Friday at 5pm. 
 
Week 6 (Week of Oct. 5-9): The Ghettos 
 
Lesson 1:  Life and Death 
 
Lesson 2:  Bearing Witness: Writing and Recording 
 
Readings for the Week:  

• Bergen, War and Genocide, 145-159 
• Chaim Kaplan, “In the Warsaw Ghetto, 1939-1942” (in Moeller, Nazi State and German 

Society, 141-148) 
• “Diary of Jechiel Górny” (available through Experiencing History: Holocaust Sources in 

Context) 
• “Diary of Mirjam Korber” (available through Experiencing History: Holocaust Sources in 

Context) 
 
Discussion Post due by Friday at 5pm. 
 
Week 7 (Week of Oct. 12-16): The Invasion of the Soviet Union 
 
*NB: This week you will submit a midterm exam covering material that we have studied in 
weeks 1-6. There is only 1 lesson this week. The Discussion Post will address this week’s 
material. However, the midterm will not cover the material in this week’s lesson.  
 
Lesson 1:  A War of Annihilation: The Einsatzgruppen 
 
Readings for the Week: 

• Bergen, War and Genocide, 186-206 
• Field Marshal Walther von Reichenau, “Conduct of Troops in Eastern Territories, 

October 10, 1941” (in Moeller, Nazi State and German Society, 117-119) 
• Karl Fuchs, “A German Soldier’s Letters from the Eastern Front, 1941” (in Moeller, Nazi 

State and German Society, 119-124) 
• Hermann Friedrich Graebe, “Description of a Mass Execution of Jews in Ukraine in 

1942” (in Moeller, Nazi State and German Society, 136-139) 
 



The Midterm Exam is due by Friday at 5pm. 
 
Discussion Post due by Friday at 5pm. 
 
Week 8 (Week of Oct. 19-Oct. 23): The Final Solution 
 
Lesson 1:  The Final Solution 
 
Lesson 2:  Some Background for Ordinary Men 
 
Reading for the Week: 

• Christopher R. Browning, Ordinary Men, chaps. 1, 5-10, and 14. 
 
Discussion Post due by Friday at 5pm. 
 
Week 9 (Week of Oct. 26-30): The Politics of Collaboration and Rescue 
 
Lesson 1:  Collaboration and Resistance in Europe  
 
Lesson 2:  The United States and the Holocaust 
 
Reading for the Week: 

• Michael R. Marrus and Robert O. Paxton, “Western Europeans and the Jews” (Canvas) 
• Nechama Tec, “Righteous Gentiles” (Canvas) 
• Explore the USHMM online exhibition “Americans and the Holocaust”. The URL is 

here: https://exhibitions.ushmm.org/americans-and-the-holocaust/main. More specific 
instructions will follow. 

 
Discussion Post due by Friday at 5pm. 
 
Week 10 (Week of Nov. 2-6): The Camps 
 
Lesson 1:  Labor Camps and Death Camps 
 
Lesson 2:  Bearing Witness: The Burdens of Survival 
 
Readings for the Week: 

• Chil Rajchman, The Last Jew of Treblinka, all. 
 
Discussion Post due by Friday at 5pm. 
 
Week 11 (Week of Nov. 9-13): Jewish Resistance 
 
Lesson 1:  Defining Resistance 
 
Lesson 2:  Memorializing Resistance 
 
Readings for the Week:  

• Bergen, War and Genocide, 261-270 

https://exhibitions.ushmm.org/americans-and-the-holocaust/main


• Hirsh Glick, “Jewish Partisan Song, 1943” (in Moeller, Nazi State and German Society, 
148-149) 

• Yehuda Bauer, “Forms of Jewish Resistance” (Canvas) 
• Dan Diner, “Why the Jewish Councils Cooperated” (Canvas) 
• “Anonymous Diary from the Warsaw Ghetto” (available through Experiencing History: 

Holocaust Sources in Context) 
 
Discussion Post due by Friday at 5pm. 
 
Week 12 (Week of Nov. 16-20): War’s End and Aftermath 
 
Lesson 1: Death Marches and Liberation 
 
Lesson 2: Justice, Reconstruction, and Retribution 
 
Readings for the Week: 

• Bergen, War and Genocide, 290-310 
• Hanna Lévy-Hass, “The Bergen-Belsen Concentration Camp, 1944-1945” (in Moeller, 

Nazi State and German Society, 153-159) 
• Gene Currivan, “Report on a Visit to a Nazi Concentration Camp Liberated by the US 

Army, April 18, 1945” (in Moeller, Nazi State and German Society, 178-181) 
• Letter from Szyja Faktor to His Relatives (available through Experiencing History: 

Holocaust Sources in Context) 
• Rivke Horvits-Pinkusevits, “Mama, You Live On” (available through Experiencing 

History: Holocaust Sources in Context) 
 
Discussion Post due by Friday at 5pm. 
 
Week 13 (Nov. 23-27): Thanksgiving Week  
 
There are no lessons this week. However, you should begin to work on the essay that is due on 
December 10, if you have not already begun to do so. 
 
 
Week 14 (Week of Nov. 30-Dec. 4): Interpreting and Remembering the Holocaust 
 
Lesson 1:  The Rise of the Witness 
 
Lesson 2:  The Holocaust in American Life 
 
Readings for this Week: 

• “Eichmann Trial Testimony of Zivia Lubetkin” (available through Experiencing History: 
Holocaust Sources in Context) 

 
Discussion Post due by Friday at 5pm. 
 
Week 15 (Week of Dec. 7-11): Testimony 
 
This week you will work on your essays. I will hold additional office hours in case you have any 
questions. The essays will be due on Thursday, December 10 at 5pm.  



 
*** 

 
Final Exam 
 
I will make the Final Exam available to you on Friday, December 11. Your response will be due 
by Wednesday, December 16 at 5pm. 
 
 


