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PHOENICIANS,
PHILISTINES, AND
CANAANITES: THE
LEVANT AND THE
CLASSICAL WORLD
at the Getty Villa
For a second year, the 2021–22 term of the
Getty Scholars Program at the Villa will focus
on the ancient cultures of the Levant and their
relations with the classical world.
HOW TO APPLY:

Lying on the eastern seaboard of the Mediterranean,

The complete theme statements
are available online at
www.getty.edu/research/scholars/years/future.

the Levant was a crucial crossroads between the

Detailed instructions, eligibility requirements,
and application forms are available online at
www.getty.edu/foundation/apply.
Residential grants and fellowships are available
for scholars at all stages in their careers:

❖ Getty scholar grants for established scholars
or writers who have attained distinction in
their fields

❖ Getty pre- and postdoctoral fellowships
❖	GRI-NEH postdoctoral fellowships, made

possible through a grant from the National
Endowment for the Humanities

classical world of Greece and Rome and the kingdoms
of the Near East. Home to the ancient peoples of
Phoenicia, Ugarit, Canaan, Philistia, Jordan, Israel,
and Judah, this region participated in a vibrant
Bronze-Age network of trade that flourished for many
centuries until a combination of warfare, migration
and famine around 1200 BCE destroyed these palace
societies. In the first millennium BCE, a GreekPhoenician rivalry for control of colonies and seaborne
trade routes as far west as Spain caused considerable
conflict but also bore fruit in the diffusion of
alphabetic scripts and cross-influences in literature,
mythology, and the arts. The conquest of the Levant
by Alexander the Great in 331 BCE and its absorption
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into Rome in the first century BCE resulted in GrecoRoman style becoming the public face of institutional
culture and Greek vying with Aramaic as the
vernacular language. Rome, too, was transformed by the
encounter, especially through its conflicts with Judaism
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and the early followers of Christ, which had tumultuous
consequences for the Holy Land and the Western world.

Image: Lid of a pyxis featuring a goddess feeding goats. Found in Minet el-Beida, Ugarit harbour,
tomb no 3. Circa 1250 BC, ivory. Paris, Musée du Louvre (AO 11601).

