Jewish Studies Faculty Seminar

Co-sponsored by the Allen and Joan Bildner Center for the Study of Jewish Life,
the Department of History, the Department of Spanish and Portuguese,
the Program in Comparative Literature, and the Program in Global Medieval Studies
Open to faculty and graduate students

Executing Jewish Informers in Medieval Spain:
History and Literature in Yitzhak Aboab’s Menorat Ha-Maor

RON LASRI

Aresty Visiting Scholar, Rutgers, Spring 2022
Department of Hebrew Literature, Ben Gurion University of the Negev

Composed amid social tensions in fourteenth-century Castile, the anthology of ethical literature known
as the Menorat Ha-Maor (“The Lamp of Enlightenment”) by the talmudist Yitzhak Aboab includes
three talmudic stories about Jewish sages executing Jewish informers. By analyzing the compilation
process of the Menorat Ha-Maor and comparing these stories to contemporaneous rabbinic responsa,
Ron Lasri will show that these stories are vital to understanding Jewish culture in medieval Castile.

More broadly, Lasri will reflect on the ways literary anthologies can serve as key primary sources for the
study of cultural history.

Tuesday, February 22 at 10:30
Miller Hall room 115 (14 College Ave.)
Please RSVP to info@jewishstudies.rutgers.edu
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