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The Biblical Flood Story in the Light
of the Gilgamesh Flood Account

Gary RENDSBURG [USA]
Trans. by QIU Yexiang

Abstract: The source theory suggests that Genesis 6—8 is
the result of the redaction of the two pre—existing account,
Jahwist account and Priest account. But this theory not only
lacks the support of the original data, but also brings several
problems. Since we only have this canonical version at hand, the
simplest understanding of the literary development of the text is
to assume. a single text created by a single writer. The biblical
flood story parallels Gilgamesh Epic tablet XI point by point and
in the same order when it is read as a unitary whole.
Furthermore, there are at least six arguments to allow us to
assume that the writer of Genesis 6—8 borrow directly from the
Gilgamesh Epic,to which he added some elements which gave
expression to Israelite theology, such as the notions of the
oneness of God, covenant between God and human, and morality
tied to religion, etc.

Key Words: the flood history ; Genesis 6—8;J Account; P
Account; Gilgamesh Epic
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